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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 
The report of the annual 
Get A PHARMACOPG@IA, OR BE meeting of the New York 
DENIED A STORE LICENSE. State Board of Pharmacy, 
which is printed elsewhere, 
should be of the highest interest to every practicing pharma- 
cist in this State, and to these a careful perusal of it is com- 
mended. Most pharmacists are doubtless aware of the fact that 
the board has authority to adopt rulings calculated to strengthen 
the law and make easier its enforcement. Rule No. 20, the 
substance of which is given in our report, provides that no li- 
cense shall be issued for any store which is not equipped with a 
copy of the latest revised edition of the Pharmacopeia. The 
board has authority to enforce this ruling, and pharmacists who 
are not possessed of the book would do well to get one at once. 


The board does not insist that the Pharmacopeia itself shall 
form part of the store’s furniture—the board will be satisfied 
if a book embodying the Pharmacopeia in its contents is 
used ; so that the possession of any of the Dispensatories or ref- 
erence books containing the text of the latest revised edi- 
tion of the Pharmacopeia will be regarded as a compliance 
with the ruling. 

At the Atlantic City meeting of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association steps were taken for 
the establishment of a monthly bulletin for the 
publication of association news, reports of offi- 


BULLETIN 
A. PH. A. 


“*cers, council motions, etc. The first number of the Bulletin 


was received the first of the year. It presents a very creditable 
appearance, both as regards form and typography. The pages 
are of equal size with those of the annual volume of Proceed- 
ings—namely, 6 x 9 inches, and the quality of paper is good. 
No. 1 contains a salutatory by the editor (C. S. N. Hallberg), 
the address of President Beal (11 pages), followed by the re- 
port of the committee on the address, the report of the Com- 
mittee on National Legislation, and other committee reports. 
We do not doubt but that the Bulletin will admirably serve 
its purpose, reawakening interest in the affairs of the associa- 
tion on the part of the members and acquainting non-members 
with the aims and objects of the national organization. The 
association is distinctly to be congratulated on its choice of 
an editor for the Bulletin. Professor Hallberg has been ac- 
tively identified with pharmacy and pharmaceutical journalism 
for a number of years, and there are few pharmaceutical jour- 
nalists who are able to wield so trenchant and convincing a pen. 





Inquiries continue to reach us re 

THE “ AMERICAN garding the aim, objects, purpose 
Druaeists’ SYNDICATE.” and responsibility of a concern 
styling itself the American Drug- 

gists’ Syndicate, a concern with which, by the way, we feel it 
well to say again that the AMERICAN Druccist has no connec- 
tion. The syndicate is seeking to interest retail druggists in a 
scheme for the manufacture and sale of a new line of pro- 
prietary medicines, to be sold in competition with the products 
of the old line manufacturers. The avowed business of the 
syndicate has been set forth at different times in the columns 
of the AMERICAN DruaoIstT, particularly in the issues of August 
28, page 115, and November 13, page 275, of this year. But be- 
yond what the organizer, Charles H. Goddard, formerly of 
San Francisco, has chosen to reveal in interviews with our 
reporter we know really very little and do not feel warranted 
in saying anything regarding either the ability of the syndi- 
cate to carry out its promises or its respensibility generally. 
While the syndicate has declared its intention of marketing its 
products under the Direct Contract Serial Numbering Plan, the 
impression prevails in some quarters that it was organized to 
offset the operations of the N. A. R. D. by providing retailers 
with a line of proprietary remedies which could be sold inde- 
pendently of the old line manufacturers and jobbers who are 
tied up with the N. A. R. D. It may be also well to add that 
the directors of the syndicate are intimately connected with 
the association of large cutting druggists in New York: in fact 
they are the most active spirits in this association, and from 
this fact readers should be able to draw their own conclusions. 


A mere news item recording the passing of 
Clemmons Parrish, of Brooklyn, from active 
pharmaceutical life would convey little meaning 
to the average reader. The name Parrish is, 
however, still one to conjure with in American pharmacy. Par- 


CLEMMONS 
PARRISH. 
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rish’s chemical food is still prescribed by physicians and used 
by the laity, more perhaps in England than in America nowa- 
days, but there are pharmacists living hereabouts who pride them- 
selves on their ability to turn out a syrup of phosphate of iron 
equal to that produced by the famous Philadelphia professor of 
pharmacy whose name is known in connection with this article 
in all civilized countries. Professor Parrish’s son, Clemmons, 
has conducted a pharmacy in Brooklyn for upward of 20 years, 
and he had the reputation among physicians of being a careful 
and experienced dispenser who took a pride in his work. Certain 
physical disabilities have rather interfered with active prose- 
cution of work on his part of late years, and having recently 
received a satisfactory offer for his business he closed with it 
and now intends to take his ease away from the trials and 
exactions of active store life. The transfer takes place this 
month. Because he never identified himself prominently with 
association work Clemmons Parrish was seldom heard of in 
pharmaceutical politics, but his contributions to pharmacy were 
of as solid a nature as those of many of the more pushing mem- 
bers of the craft, and his abstention from association discussions 
cannot be considered as other than a loss to the associations, for 
he has a mind richly stored with the lore of his craft. He was 
assisted in the active management of the store by his wife, 
whose attention to details of a business nature relieved Mr. 
Parrish of many annoyances, while Mrs. Parrish’s charming 
manner and sociable disposition helped not a little to make 
Parrish’s pharmacy a pleasant place to visit. We can only 
wish his successor an equal share of the confidence of customers 
and patrons with that enjoyed by Mr. Parrish. 


Grocers’ Drugs Adulterated. 


We publish in another column a summary of the report of 
the New York State Board of Pharmacy which drug- 
gists would do well to study carefully, as it contains material 
which can with much advantage be utilized by the druggist for 
advertising purposes in a perfectly legitimate manner. 

The trade in cream tartar, spices and what are generally 
looked upon as “ grocers’ drugs” really belongs to the retail 
druggist and not to the grocer. The public has gradually come 
to look to the grocer for a number of the household drugs and 
chemicals, largely because they fear that they will pay higher 
prices for goods bought from the pharmacist than for the same 
goods bought from the grocer. But as a matter of fact they do 
not buy the same goods from the grocer. What they do buy 
from the grocer is adulterated goods bearing the same name. 
This fact cannot be too strongly dwelt upon by the enterprising 
druggist who wishes to get back some of the trade in spices and 
what might be termed domestic chemicals. The statistics of the 
New York State Board of Pharmacy, which we_ pub- 
lish, can be used by our readers as a perfectly legitimate argu- 
ment against their customers dealing with grocers when in need 
of spices, cream tartar, borax, etc. 

The masses of dry statistics which are published from time 
to time by the various boards of pharmacy frequently contain 
valuable and interesting matter of this kind, and the discrim- 
inating reader will nearly always find something in the array of 
figures given in the annual reports of these bodies which will 
give him food for thought and not infrequently material for 
furthering his commercial interests. 

The too strict adherence to routine work of prosecuting 
druggists on the part of the Board of Pharmacy without at- 
tention to such collateral work as the conservation of the purity 
of drugs tends to beget a feeling of irritation among the un- 
thinking pharmacists, who are inclined to look upon the board 
as a source of persecution rather than as a body charged with 
the elevation and conservation of the calling in which the 
pharmacist is engaged. It is fortunate therefore that the New 
York State Board has found some scope for its energies which 
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must benefit the pharmacist commercially 
toward the elevation of his calling. 

The Massachusetts Board has also found an opportunity to 
exercise its powers in behalf of pharmacists generally, and as 
will be seen by reference to the annual report of that board, 
which is also summarized in our news columns, that body pro- 
poses to put a stop to the incursions of the grocer into the field 
of pharmacy, which has been made possible by the too liberal 
interpretation of the term “ domestic drugs.” 


A Foreign Market for Our Manufactures. 

Nature has been generous to the people of America and the 
people have displayed a commendable skill and activity in the 
utilization of the natural advantages with which they are sur- 
rounded. With a view to stimulating domestic manufactures of 
all kinds a tariff has been imposed upon goods of foreign manu- 
facture which has protected our “ infant industries ” from com- 
petition from foreign manufacturers. The home market thus 
guaranteed them has grown so rapidly as to supply an outlet for 
our manufactures which has hitherto been satisfactory so long 
as the country generally is in a prosperous condition. In times 
of financial depression the manufacturer has been compelled 
to shut down. Now, however, the capacity of our manufac- 
turers has about caught up with the demands of the home 
market and it is becoming more and more necessary for us to 
look abroad for a possible outlet for our surplus goods. More- 
over, as the total volume of our manufactures increases the 
problem of tiding over any period of financial depression 
grows increasingly important and increasingly difficult. 

Other manufacturing nations after protecting their own 
home markets are reaching out vigorously for the world trade. 
Our own national policy has been declared by our activity in 
securing a guarantee of the open door to trade in China and 
Manchuria. John Hay’s vigorous policy in foreign affairs 
showed his keen perception of our need for a foreign outlet for 
our manufactures and his strong determination to secure it so 
far as it could be secured by diplomatic means. But all that 
diplomacy can do is to secure an opening for our goods on 
equal terms with the other manufacturers of the world. When 
the diplomat has done this his function ceases and the further 
responsibility rests with the manufacturer and the merchant, 
but neither manufacturer nor merchant in America is yet 
trained to take advantage of the openings which have been 
secured for them by the diplomat. 

We have so often dwelt upon the need for a careful study of 
foreign markets and foreign methods that we should hesitate to 
recur to the subject save for the timeliness of the remarks made 
in some recent addresses to the Sphinx Club, which are reported 
in another column. These speakers urge the American manu- 
facturer to undertake a personal study of foreign markets and 
foreign methods. American manufacturers have so long been 
protected from competition with foreign manufacturers by the 
tariff that they underrate their competition and overrate Ameri- 
can ingenuity. Foreign trade cannot be built up in a day. As 
aptly stated by Mr. Moore to the Sphinx Club, “ the Yankee ex- 
pects to drop into a town one day and to leave it the next with 
orders for his goods just as he does here in the United States.” 
This is impossible. The people must be studied, their needs 
learned, their prejudices catered to and whims gratified. If 
they want goods packed in a certain way the man who would 
trade with them must pack them that way. The man who pays 
has a right to choose, and if our manufacturers will not com- 
ply with the requirements of the foreign buyers, however ab- 
surd they may appear to us, others will. Now in this era of un- 
exampled prosperity is the time when our manufacturers should 
east an anchor to windward and provide for an outlet in foreign 
markets which will serve to tide them over that period of de- 
pression which we hope will be long delayed, but which will 
surely come some day. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
PRESCRIPTION TALK. 
By J. T. PEPPER. 

The usual sign, RB, is absent from prescription No. 1, re- 
produced herewith, but we must take it for granted that it is 
there. I think it is quite easy to make out the first word as 
“ Acid.” The next word is not so easy, but the first letter is a 
capital “ B,” and the next letters are “ oric,” making the word 
“Boric.” The quantity required is 6 drachms. The first let- 
ter of the second line is a capital *“ A,’ and the next letter is 
“q,” the two forming the contraction “ Aq,” for “ Aqui.’ The 
next word is “Camphore.” The abbreviation commencing the 
next line is “Aq.” You can compare it with the “ Aq” just 
above and decide upon that for a fact. The next two words 
are not so easy. But by comparing these letters with other 
letters that you are sure of you may arrive at a conclusion 
that is perfectly satisfactory. The letter “‘m,”’ for minims, 
next to the “X” at the end of the line, you are sure is cor- 
rect. Then compare that “m” with the letter at the first of 
the second word and I think that you will decide that it is an 
“m” also and then trace out the following letters, “ enths,” 
and you get the word “menthe.” The next little word of 
three letters is “pip,” although the dot over the “i” is car- 
ried along nearly to the “m” for minims. The contraction 
“pip” stands for “ piperitee.”’ The next line is “ Aq,” add to 
one fluid ounce. The directions are in plain enough English. 

The druggist who gave me this prescription told me that 


Pe roar Lr v7 
ay. Jthvtlus VIA eaA ox 


Ay a BI Kee 
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Per 


Prescription No. 1. 





when it was presented at his drug store for dispensing neither 
he nor his partner nor any of the clerks were able to decipher 
“menthe pip.” but were obliged to communicate with the 
physician in order to find out for what he intended these 
words to stand. 

The physician was very pleasant over the matter and told 
a story of a lawyer who wrote out some advice for a client. 
The client when he reached home tried to read the advice 
that the lawyer had given, but was unable to make out a 
word of the writing, so next day he took the paper back to the 
lawyer, who was unable to read his awn writing of the day 
before, but advised his client to take the written advice to 
his druggist, saying that druggists were used to reading the 
bad writing of physicians, and that he would likely be able 
to read this. 

So the client took the written advice to the druggist, who 
looked at it knowingly for a few minutes, disappeared behind 
the dispensing case, and shortly reappeared with a bottle of 
medicine which he presented to the lawyer’s client with a de- 
mand for $1.00. 

In prescription No. 2, the first part calls for a pill. The 
word “case” might be taken for “ cat-c,” meaning ‘ cathartic,” 
that is, taking “cat,” and the rest for the word “ cathartic,” 


as understood, finishing with a final “c.”’ But I think that 
this is intended for the word “ cascara,” and that a compound 
pill of cascara is desired by the physician. The number re- 
quired is 16. The “sig.” or directions are “one or two for 
a dose.” The little word “for” is contracted so much that 
the letter “‘o” is not seen at all. The word for “dose” is not 


XI vane a 
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Prescription No. 2. 


very distinctly written either. The first letter is “d,” and the 
third one “s,”’ while the last one looks like an “e’’; we may 
suppose that the second letter is “o,” and so make the word 
“* dose.” 

The second prescription on prescription No. 2 is not very 
difficult. Notice the second sign “Ik” instead of the Latin 





Prescription No, 3. 
word “et” for the English word “and,” which we most fre- 
quently see on prescriptions where two are written on the 
one prescription blank or piece of paper. The physician writes 
for four fluid ounces of elixir of lactopeptine with quinine, iron 
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and strychnine. The letter “c” stands for the Latin preposi- 
tion cum, meaning “with.” Notice also how the “c” and 
“y” are run together in the contracted word “strych.” The 
dose is quite plainly one drachm or one teaspoonful. How is 
it to be taken? The answer is “in agq.,” in aqua, in water. 
When is it to be taken, or how often? and the answer is, 
“a. c.,” ante cibos, before meals. The directions to write on 
the label are then: One teaspoonful in water before meals. 

Prescription No. 3 presents no difficulties, but is worth con- 
sidering on account of the different appearance it presents to 
the usual run of prescriptions. I think it can all be read easily 
by anyone. Notice how the sign for drachm is made. If you 
saw it anywhere else but on a prescription you would say it 
was the figure 3. Also notice that there is no dot above the 
Roman numerals, but they are plainly made and there is no 
doubt as to the quantity desired by the prescriber. 


SOME INTERESTING PRESCRIPTIONS. 


At the November meeting of the Liverpool] Chemists’ Asso- 
ciation Harold Wyatt presented some interesting prescriptions 
followed by comments on methods of dispensing them: 


By RED CIN isos kb eae ame nie cin’ eae gr. i. 
ee ot f. 3ij. 

The cocaine is soluble at the temperature of a water bath, 
but comes out on cooling. Most authorities state that cocaine 
is soluble in liquid paraffin to the extent of “ about 1 in 100.” 
This depends upon the sample of liquid paraffin, for there are 
plenty falling within the B. P. description which will not dis- 
solve and keep in solution the cocaine in greater proportion 
than 1 in 150. To overcome this separation on cooling a little 
olive oil, in which cocaine is ten times more soluble than in 
liquid paraffin, is recommended. 


II. 
fe Ly nee min. Xxx. 
Ee ERG $15 5s oA Weah Sans okden ene gr. x. 
a ERE os bis ss bb cece b bcc hacchewead dij. 
Lig. ammon. acet. fort. (1-7)............. div. 
ECT in Goe cee sNoGbe wre eakunee 5vi. 
Bee URN in cicins seaward soctevasen div. 
RENE Gace pin cess an kscnuiin ss CEE eee eee ad 3vi. 


M. ft. Mist. 

The solution of ammonium acetate must be distinctly acid 
or there will be a precipitate of quinine hydrate and acetate 
formed. ‘The relatively low solubility of the potassium chlorate 
hastens the separation of quinine acetate. If sodium chlorate 
be used this removes another disturbing influence. 


III. 
ip RE NOIR eS ee ha atc atta ks bl gr. i. 
ot ibe) | a gr. i. 
PSs Ns hpxkck as careabousckee gr. 4. 
dO xt abeccbbaseeksosccee gr. 14. 
aL a ie by one aba eben cue ee gr. %. 
M. ft. pil. Mitte xxiv. 


Not having any extract of gelsemium, the author had 
evaporated 3ij of a good fluid extract to the consistence of a 
soft extract by means of a water bath, and took enough of this 
to make the quantity of mass desired, using as excipient 
enough alcohol with 20 grains of licorice powder to give firm- 
ness and toughness. 


IV. 

BD REE II as o's ksi od cas be dcciond dij. 
Acid, gdrocyan: Gil... osseccscees min. xxx. 
Re EE ee ere ere diij. 
Mucilaginis tragacanthe.................. 3i. 
NS ES | Fa has SHO RS 6404 RS SE ad 5vi. 


M. ft. Mist. 
It was found necessary to use Svi. mucilage of acacia to 
suspend the bismuth, owing to the tragacanth producing a 
gelatinous precipitate with the bismuth subnitrate. In dis- 


pensing such a prescription one should use mucilage of acacia 
freshly made from the powdered gum; take care to always 
dilute the mucilage with half the menstruum, and pour into the 
bottle first; and, thirdly, add the bismuth subnitrate, well 
elutriated with the menstruum, in successive and small portions 
to the mucilage in the bottle. 


The bismuth remains suspended, 
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and when it settles a slight shake will diffuse it again. As 
Mr. Cowley pointed out, the trouble with bismuth subnitrate 
and oxychloride is invariably caused by hydrolysis, and if this 
be got over as soon as possible by well rubbing the salt with 
the water, the mixture will not change after it has left the dis- 
penser’s hands. 


Vv. 
pn CII oo Gs kb 6 desk wensdoeeeuse dij. 
Si eS TETEEENGL Sok oidiewa's cans abs eeaxusae div. 
SS NID 5 5 ind So havo bo 6 ese ea ees os Sees 
A | | | Eye ie ee a En eee ad 3vi. 


M. ft. Mist. 

A dark orange-red color was caused in this by the action of 
the nitrous acid on the sodium salicylate, an unavoidable 
change, and one the prescriber might have rendered unnotice- 
able by prescribing compound infusion of gentia or other in- 
fusion to mask the color. 


THE ANALYSIS OF POWDERED EXTRACT OF NUX 
VOMICA. 


For the analysis of both solid and liquid extracts of nux 
vomica, Bird’s? method of extraction bas answered admir- 
ably in the hands of Walter H. Lenton, who described his ex- 
periments at a meeting of the Liverpool Chemists’ Association 
on December 14, 1905, reported in the Pharmaceutical Journal 
for December 23, as follows: 

With the powdered extract I have not been so successful, 
and have generally found that a more or less persistent emul- 
sion or jelly is formed. The following method has been worked 
out on somewhat similar lines to the process referred to above, 
using a hydro-alcoholic solvent for the powder, and shaking out 
with a mixture of ether and chloroform: 


Powdered extract of nux vomica...... Gm, 2 
PROPS 2. oa cause eo ocuaweenaenene Ce. 10 
SOR MNEEED: aie caw awakens acee see aneeaan Ce. 10 
SOIL 00) EE CONG. oe soa cose wewwese Ce. 5 
Strong solution of ammonia............ Ce. 3 
SPRINS URE. cicva Ga es 'ssso% been nurs Ce, 5 


Place the ether and chloroform in a dry separator and add 
the powder. Next add the alcohol and solution of ammonia 
and shake well. Finally add the water and shake vigorously 
for about a minute; allow to separate, and draw off the ether- 
chloroform layer into another separator and agitate well with 
5 MI. of solution of ammonium carbonate (1 in 10), as recom- 
mended in Bird’s process. Separate and repeat the agitation 
with another 5 Ml. of solution of ammonium carbonate and 
draw off the washed ether-chloroform layer into a clean sep- 
arator, preserving the two wash liquors separately for subse- 
quent washings. 

To the alkaline mother-liquor add ether and chloroform 
(10 Ml. of each), agitating and separating as before, and wash- 
ing the ether-chloroform solution with the reserved wash- 
liquors. 

Repeat the extraction and washings a third time. _ 

Extract the mixed ether-chloroform solutions and proceed 
as usual for strychnine determinations. 

Personally, I prefer Bird’s method of precipitation as be- 
ing very convenient and reliable. At all events, whatever the 
details of manipulation, the process of separation should be car- 
ried out by precipitation by potassium ferrocyanide, as not only 
has this method official sanction, but has been shown by Farr 
aud Wright? and Bird to give concordant results, when car- 
ried out under well-defined conditions of temperature, etc. My 
own experience is in entire accordance with this. 

The new U. S. P. uses the nitric acid separation, which is 
practically Gordin’s* modification of Keller’s process. As far 
as my experience goes, the results obtained by the nitric acid 
separation are somewhat erratic, and are certainly not com- 
arable with the figures yielded by the ferrocyanide method. 

At a meeting of the Society of Public Analysts on June 7, 
Mr. Howard showed that, by conducting the separation with a 
os oo of Nux Vomica, P. J., XI (4), 574, and ‘“ Year Book, 

gs 


2“ Year-Book, 1900,” p. 440. 
* Compare abstract, “ Year-Book of Pharmacy, 1903.” 
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small amount of nitric acid, and at 0 degree C., exact results 
could be obtained; but above this temperature errors occurred. 
I mention this point because I know several pharmacists use 
this method because it is simpler of execution than the offi- 
cial one, and I think it would be well to have a general expres- 
sion of opinion on the matter, as it is of considerable impor- 
tance to the working pharmacist and public analyst alike. 


METHOD FOR THE ANALYSIS OF EMULSIONS.’ 
By L. F. Kester anp Geo. W. Hoover, 


of the Drug Laboratory, Bureau of Chemistry, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, 


Washington, D. C, 


An examination of the literature shows that little has been 
done on the analysis of emulsions, and such results as are re- 
corded are restricted almost exclusively to the determination 
of the fatty portion. While codliver oil and other fatty bodies 
are considered the essential constituents of emulsions, there 
is no gainsaying the fact that there are numerous other im- 
portant medicinal agents which exert a beneficial effect, and 
harmful agents may at times be present. In arriving at the 
value of an emulsion these agents must be taken into considera- 
tion and the emulsifying agent may or may not serve the func- 
tion of a nutritive. 

That this portion of analytical chemistry has been so much 
neglected is surprising in view of the fact that emulsions are 
so extensively used, not only by physicians, but also by the 
laity, in many forms of diseases. 

The first available results were recorded by H. Leffman and 
W. Beam,’ who reported the per cent. of fat found by them in 
ten American emulsions. The authors stated that the most 
approved methods in use for fat extraction in milk analysis 
were employed by them. H. W. Schimpf* estimates the oil 
by a modification of the well-known Adams’ method, extract- 
ing by means of ether or benzin with a Soxhlet apparatus. 
Schimpf also used a specially devised apparatus, whereby the 
fatty portion is extracted directly from the emulsion by means 
of the above-named solvents. In our experience these solvents 
with some emulsions fail to remove all of the fat by this 
method. In 1899 A. Schneegan&‘ communicated the following 
method for determining the amount of fats in emulsion: Mix 
800 parts of the emulsion with 50 parts each of coarse sand 
and kaolin, evaporate to dryness, with occasional stirring, and 
toward the end of the operation add 50 parts of dry sodium 
sulphate. The residue thus obtained is powdered, transferred 
to an extraction apparatus, extrdcted with ether, the ether 
evaporated and the residual oil weighed. In the case of emul- 
sions prepared with egg-yolk, simple shaking out with ether 
may be resorted to after heating the emulsion for a-short time 
at 100 degrees C. to coagulate the albumin. It must be re- 
membered, however, that egg-yolk contains fat and lecithin, 
both of which are removed by the above solvent, and will be 
weighed as fat unless proper provisions are made. Mr 
Schneegans places the average amount of these two products 
in the yolk of the average egg at about 6 Gm. The fat alone of 
egg-yolk approximates 20 per cent. 

This paper deals only with the analytical side, and includes 
more or less complete identification and determination of in- 
organic substances, volatile matter, fatty bodies, alcohol, ben- 
zoates, salicylates, saccharin, sugar, enzymes and emulsifying 
agénts. 

This method employed by us is as follows: 

DETERMINATION OF ASH. 

This is accomplished by weighing out from 5 to 6 Gm. of 
emulsion, previously well agitated, in a platinum dish and 
incinerating in a muffle furnace. The resulting ash, if suffi- 
cient in amount, is then examined for the presence of inorganic 





1 Presented at the Atlantic City meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association, 1905. 


2 Med. News, 1892, 60, 577. 
*Am. Drug., 1894, 25, 425. 
*J. Pharm. Elsass-Loth., 1897, 24, 321. 
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bodies by the conventional methods. Those most likely to be 
present in emulsions are compounds of sodium, potassium, iron, 
calcium, manganese and phosphatic material. The presence of 
a phosphate might indicate any of the following phosphorus- 
bearing organic compounds, such as lecithin, phosphates, hypo- 
phosphites or glycerophosphates. Whichever may be present 
in the original compound must be determined by examination 
of the aqueous portion of the emulsion. The method for sep- 
arating the same Will be detailed later. The amount and kind 
of ash may give some indication as to the presence or absence 
of gum acacia. 


ESTIMATION OF TOTAL VOLATILE M/TTER. 


Into the bottom of an ordinary leaden bottle-cap place a 
layer of purified and ignited asbestos and dry to constant 
weight at 110 degrees C. On to the layer of asbestos place 
from 5 to 6 Gm. (accurately weighed) of the emulsion, pre- 
viously well agitated. Transfer the leaden cap and contents 
to a vacuum apparatus which carries a vacuum of about 550 
mm. (22 inches) at a temperature of approximately 70 degrees 
C. The drying is continued for eight to ten hours, or until con- 
stant weight is maintained. This not only gives the amount of 
moisture, but also includes bodies volatile under the above con- 
ditions, including alcohol and certain flavoring agents. The 
above procedure prevents any material oxidation of the com- 
ponent constituents of the emulsion, which is an important de- 
sideratum. 

ESTIMATION OF FAT. 


After determining the volatile matter as outlined above the 
leaden caps and asbestos are cut into pieces of suitable size and 
transferred to a Knorr extraction apparatus, which consists of 
a condenser, extraction tube and flask. In this apparatus the 
use of stopples and ground-glass joints is entirely dispensed 
with. There is only one connection and that is between the 
condenser and flask, which is sealed by a layer of mercury. 
The condenser does not need to be described in detail. The ex- 
traction tube rests on the neck of the extraction flask, being 
supported by three projecting glass nipples. Near the bottom it 
is provided with a perforated platinum disk, which serves the 
purpose of holding a layer of prepared asbestos. The layer of 
asbestos is placed into the extraction tube, on top of the per- 
forated platinum disk, in a pulpy, moist condition to the depth 
of about 14 inch, by means of a vacuum. The extraction tube 
and contents are then dried at about 110 degrees C. The mate 
rial in the extraction tube is then treated with ether of U. S. P. 
quality from 10 to 14 hours, or until complete extraction is 
insured. The ether is then completely evaporated at water- 
bath temperature and the amount of ether extractive calculated 
from data in hand. The residue left in the above tubes, after 
treating with ether, can now be examined to advantage by 
means of the microscope. . 


DETECTION OF CERTAIN EMULSIFYING AGENTS. 


It is quite possible that the mucilages have been so pre- 
pared as to destroy all possible clues to their origin, but in 
many cases there are frequently left some particles which will 
indicate their nature. A few starch grains are sufficient to 
identify gum tragacanth. A few fragments of plant tissue may 
be sufficient to establish the source from which the emulsifying 
agent has been obtained. Microchemical tests may also indi- 
cate the presence of dextrine and certain mucilaginous bodies. 
The amount and kind of ash left on incineration also gives evi- 
dence as to the presence or absence of acacia. 


DETECTION OF ALL BODIES SOLUBLE IN THE AQUEOUS MENSTRUUM 
EMPLOYED. 


It was found by experiment that when emulsions in general 
are submitted to the process commonly known as “ centrifug- 
ing” they are separated into two distinct layers, the upper con- 
sisting of the fatty and the lower of the aqueous portion. From 
this the suggestion presented itself that if we could construct 
an apparatus which would permit the use of a separatory fun- 
nel in place of the ordinary test-tube it would render the sep- 
aration of the two layers into which emulsions are converted 
by centrifuging a very easy matter, and would simplify future 


sere nn hms. 
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analytical operations very materially. An apparatus was ac- 
cordingly brought into play which exactly fitted the conditions. 
It consists of an electrical centrifugal, carrying a frame of 
suitable size, which will hold an ordinary 75 Cc. conical sep- 
aratory funnel. We have met with only one emulsion, ,which 
will be described later, that could not be separated by this 
means. The process in general from this point is as follows: 

Into two separatory funnels of suitable size place about 
equal amounts of the emulsion. Place both into the centrifuge 
and whirl a sufficient time to bring about the desired separation, 
which usually requires from 15 minutes to 1 hour. The aqueous 
menstruum is then withdrawn and submitted to such testing as 
Inay be necessary. In this manner we are able not only to sep- 
arate emulsions thoroughly so as to simplify analysis, but the 
fatty portion is left in its original condition, so that it can be 
extracted by means of the immiscible solvents and identified. 

REACTION OF EMULSION. 

This can be determined by testing the aqueous layer ob- 
tained in the above operation by immersing strips of red and 
blue litmus paper. 

DETERMINATION OF ALCOHOL. 

Separate a given volume or weight of the emulsion by cen- 
trifuging as indicated above, withdraw the aqueous portion and 
place same in distilling flask. To the fatty residue in the fun- 
nel add another portion of water, approximately equal to the 
amount of material withdrawn, agitate thoroughly, centrifuge, 
withdraw the clear layer and place it into the distilling flask 
used above. The latter operation can be repeated a second and 
a third time, but in practice it has been found that one extrac- 
tion in addition to the first separation is sufficient to obtain all 
the alcohol in the emulsion. The aqueous portions contained in 
the distilling flask are now treated in the usual manner for de- 
termining alcohol—namely, render alkaline with sodium car- 
bonate and add a small amount of tannin to prevent frothing. 
The mixture is then submitted to distillation, and the amount 
distilled should be exactly equal to the amount of original emul- 
sion employed. By determining the specific gravity of the dis- 
tillate at the recognized temperature and referring to an 
alcohol table the per cent. of alcohol can readily be deduced. 

DETECTION OF ENZYMES. 


Centrifuge any suitable quantity of the emulsion, withdraw 
the lower aqueous portion and test for the presence of pan- 
creatin and pepsin by the official method of the eighth revision 
of the Pharmacopeia. It is also advisable to test for the pres- 
ence of pancreatin by the method of 1890 Pharmacopeia. The 
methods at present available for detecting and identifying 
enzymes are far from satisfactory. Many disturbing factors 
present themselves, but with the scheme in hand the difficulties 
are no greater than they are in this field exclusive of emul- 
sions. There may be other enzymes added that have the power 
of converting starch, and thus make it difficult for the analyst 
to decide whether or not pancreatin is present. It also fre- 
quently happens that the aqueous portion of the emulsion as 
withdrawn above contains products which will prevent the 
usual starch-iodine reaction used in determining whether or not 
the starch has been converted into sugars. The chemicals espe- 
cially conspicuous are the hypophosphites. It will be neces- 
sary for us to extend this line of research, but for the present 
time it is proper to say that when these disturbing factors are 
absent and a starch-converting enzyme is present there is little 
difficulty in ascertaining this fact, and if some of these dis- 
turbing elements are present and the starch-iodine reaction is 
obtained under proper testing, it is evidence that no starch- 
converting enzyme is present. 


DETERMINATION OF SUGARS. 


The sugars present may be sucrose, glucose, maltose and 
lactose. Separate the emulsion as outlined above and deter- 
mine the sugars in the separated aqueous portion by the meth- 
ods usually employed for determining sugars. Methods for de- 
termining sucrose and glucose will be found in “Bul. Bur. 
Chem.,” 65, pp. 84 and 85, respectively. The most suitable 
methods available for determining lactose will be found in 
“Bul. Bur. Chem.,” 46, p. 40, and maltose is best determined 
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by method given in Wiley’s Principles and Practice of Agri- 
cultural Analysis, III., 265. 
DETECTION OF SALICYLIC ACID AND SALICYLATES. 

Determine the reaction of the aqueous solution prepared by 
the above centrifugal nrethod from about 50 Ce. of the emul- 
sion. If acid, render slightly alkaline with sodium carbonate, 
shake out with ether and discard the ethereal solution. This 
removes any disturbing oily matter that may be present in the 
aqueous solution left from the emulsion. Now render this 
aqueous solution distinctly acid with sulphuric acid and again 
shake out with ether. The ethereal solution is now evaporated 
in a porcelain dish, the residue taken up with a small amount of 
water, and two or three drops of a 0.5 per cent. solution of 
ferric alum added in such a way that the two solutions come to- 
gether slowly. If salicylic acid or a salicylate is present there 
will be developed a purple or violet color, depending on the 
amount present. 

DETECTION OF BENZOIC ACID AND BENZOATES. 

Separate emulsion by centrifugal. Extract aqueous por- 
tions as directed under salicylic acid. Confirm the presence of 
benzoic acid by method outlined in ‘“ Bul. Bur. Chem.,” 65, 89. 

DETECTION OF SACCHARIN. 

If, after evaporating the ethereal solution obtained as di- 
rected above for detecting salicylic acid and taking up the 
residue in water, the latter possesses a distinctly sweet taste, 
the indication is that saccharin is present. This chemical in the 
absence of salicylic acid is tested for in the following manner: 
Separate the aqueous portion of the emulsion by means of the 
centrifuge, proceed as directed under salicylic acid, evaporate 
the ethereal solution in a silver dish, take up the residue with 
5 Ce. of water, add 1 Gm. sodium hydroxide, evaporate to dry- 
ness and finally heat for 20 minutes at 210 to 215 degrees C. 
This procedure will convert the saccharin into a salicylate. 
The fused mass is taken up with water, acidulated with sul- 
phurie acid, and the presence of salicylic acid determined as 
directed above for detecting this chemical. 

In case salicylic acid is present proceed as directed under 
salicylic acid until the residue is obtained in the porcelain 
dish. Dissolve this residue in 10 Ce. of water, add 2 Ce. of 35 
per cent. sulphuric acid, bring the mixture to boiling, add drop 
by drop a 5 per cent. solution of potassium permanganate to 
slight excess, cool the_solution, add about 1 Gm. of sodium 
hydroxide, and proceed from this point as directed under 
saccharin in the absence of salicylic acid. 

VOLATILE MATTER EXCLUSIVE OF WATER AND ALCOHOL. 

The volatile bodies liable to be present are the essential oils 
and petroleum. The former can usually be identified either by 
the odor of the emulsion itself or after distillation in connec- 
tion with the estimation of alcohol. 

INORGANIC BODIES. 

These can readily be tested for by the conventional methods. 
in the aqueous portion separated by the centrifugal, and de- 
tails for this purpose are not necessary. 

NITROGEN. 

Nitrogenous bodies are frequently employed in the prepara- 
tion of emulsions, and the determination of nitrogen may serve 
a useful purpose. A considerable percentage of nitrogen will 
undoubtedly point to the presence of such compounds as casein 
and egg albumin. The Kjeldahl-Gunning method is best suited 
for this purpose. 

LECITHIN. 

This compound is present in emusions made with egg-yolk, 
and the best way of determining whether it is present or not is. 
to ash the ether extractive obtained by the method outlined 
above and test for the presence of phosphates. Under these 
conditions if a phosphate is present the indications are that 
lecithin is present. ‘ 

ANALYTICAL RESULTS. 


In order to definitely ascertain whether the scheme originally 
outlined would give satisfactory results a number of emul- 
sions of known composition were prepared according to the 
directions of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia and the National Formu- 
lary. The percentage composition of these emulsions was based 
on weight. 
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Actual composition of codliver oil emulsions prepared accord- 
ing to the eighth revision of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia and the 
National Formulary, with modifications: 





Serial Percent. Percent. Per cent. 
number. Emulsifying agent. moisture, oil. solids. 
MEME SPR go sono a sy Bai ae elas 387.75 43.71 18.54 
1,011 Irish moss.... ideas ae 46.07 8.46 
1,012 Yolk of egg..... 34.38 44.52 21.10 
MUNPE ES © MPMI 6 555 64 6x0 6.5 6:06 d.0:0 bv 38.49 43.75 17.76 
1,014 ‘Tinct. quillaja 47.18 44.69 8.13 
ANNE RE ARMA a ikea sib obs 0:4 bob ole db Bue 49.77 32.63 17.60 
ee ee eee er rere er 56.16 35.65 8.19 
OO EE Se eee ee ma 42.17 35.70 22.13 
DOUNRs ORION ons o sw tale ead s ane SB 85.93 19.55 
1,019 Tinct. quillaja..... aawlces 56.03 35.8 8.13 
SE CE. Sheen cba scene neeesees 8.22 36.22 15.56 
ROE OMEN hug is 9.00): who WO 88 48.22 36.22 15.56 
ME gos k 4.060004 ees bo howler © 48.60 36.50 14.90 
ES Ls WE ond ci oval a Sse tales Cree 36.70 45.04 18.26 


The above emulsions vary from the authority cited in the 
following points: 

No. 1,018 contains 100 Ce. of simple syrup in place of 125 Ce. 

Nos. 1,015 to 1,019 contain 100 Ce. less per liter of oil than 
No. 1,010. 

No. 1,023 was prepared according to the directions of the 
eighth revision of the U. S. Pharmacopeia, and Nos. 1,020, 
1,021 and 1,022 were this same emulsion reduced by the addi- 
tion of definite quantities of water and whisky so as to lower 
the percentage content of the other constituents. 

The above emulsions are representative of those commonly 
met with in practice. In addition to these a number of the 
well known emulsions on the market were purchased and sub- 
mitted to examination, with the following results: 
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ent. There are a number of cases where the differences 
amount to 2 per cent., but this we believe is largely due to 
errors of manipulation, because we find that it is very impor- 
tant to exercise care in securing an average sample by thorough 
agitation previous to weighing off, and it was found by practice 
to be best to place approximately the desired quantity in a 
weighing flask and agitate same thoroughly before a sample is 
taken, and this precaution is to be again observed when a dupli- 
cate is taken from the same bottle. 

With a single exception all of the emulsions examined were 
either acid or neutral. One was distinctly alkaline, requiring 
0.9 Gm. of pure sulphuric acid to neutralize the alkalinity of 100 
Ce. This is a very unusual emulsion, as will be seen later on. 

The amount, physical appearance and composition of the 
ash are all useful aids fn arriving at the probable nature of the 
medicinal chemicals employed, and in the absence of these the 
nature of the emulsifying agent may be indicated. As will be 
seen, the per cent. of ash in the emulsions prepared with Irish 
moss, dextrin and quillaja is very low. Acacia emulsions run 
a little higher in ash. Very little weight can be attached to 
these ash determinations when inorganic chemicals are present 
in the emulsions. 

The amount of volatile matter obtained is closely in accord 
with the amount that is known to be present. In the case of a 
petroleum emulsion purchased on the market the figures show 
that the usual method employed for determining moisture will 
not apply. This can be readily seen at a glance at the table. 


TABLE EMBODYING ANALYTICAL RESULTS OF EMULSIONS. 


Per cent. 
volatile matter 
in550 Mm. Per cent. 
vacuum ether Fat by 


Serial Reaction Per cent. at 68-70 extract, saponification Emulsifying Solids. 
number. to litmus. cf ash. degrees C. chiefly fat. method. agent. (By difference.) Remarks. 
Acid. 0.356 37.18 42.27 42.5 Acacia. 20.55 
Acid. 0.023 43.24 47.89 45.0 Irish moss. 8.87 
Acid. A 31.52 54.87 wee Yolk of egg. 13.61 
Acid. 0.027 37.88 44.79 elas Dextrin. 17.33 
Acid. 0.020 45.13 45.47 44.0 Tinct. quillaja. 9.40 Alcohol present. 
Acid. 0.333 47.11 33.18 32.5 Acacia. 19.71 
Acid meee 54.08 39.06 Payee Irish moss. 6.86 
Acid, ee 39.37 41.94 hae Yolk of egg. 18.69 
Acid. ane 44.66 36.04 33.5 Dextrin. 19.30 
Acid se 55.59 36.60 Tinct. quillaja. 7.81 Alcohol present. 
Acid 0.310 44.99 34.99 34.0 Acacia. 20.02 Alcohol 5.68 per cent. 
Acid “ee 46.89 36.38 state Acacia. 16.73 
Acid oi 44.55 35.63 ‘hee Acacia. 19.82 Alcohol 6.71 per cent. 
Acid 0.337 37.21 45.19 42.5 Acacia, 17.60 
Acid 0.038 45.03 39.22 39.0 Egg. 15.75 Alcohol 8.02 per cent. 
Acid 1.750 42.33 43.14 33.0 Not known. 14.53 Phosphatie emulsion. 
Acid 2.033 56.07 30.71 32.0 Not known. 13.22 Claims presence of vegetable oils 
and hypophosphites. 

cid. 0.180 45.04 39.30 38.0 Egg. 15.66 
Alkaline. 2.240 50.18 38.51 38.0 Not known. 11.31 

cid. 2.660 42.94 24.50 30.0 Not known. 32.56 Petroleum compounds present. 
Acid 2 30.52 44.41 46.0 Not known. 25.07 ; 
Acid. 0.262 23.65 51.81 40.0 Not known, 24.54 Claims to contain salts of calcium 

and manganese. 

Neutral. 0.068 53.26 39.12 33.0 Not known. 7.62 -? P 
Acid. 0.325 55.33 30.00 * hale Not known, 14.67 No saponifying enzyme present, 
Acid. 0.210 58.03 38.67. 38.5 Not known. 3.30 Salicylic acid present, but no pan- 


An examination of the above tables shows that the method 
outlined above for extracting the fatty portion with ether is sat- 
isfactory, excepting in the case of the egg emulsions. There 
seems to be a disturbing factor somewhere which has not been 
located at present. It was at first thought that the discrepancy 
was traceable to the presence of glycerin in the glyconin, but 
an examination along this line indicates that this is correct 
only to a small degree. A sample of glyconin was treated as 
directed for the estimation of fats in the method described 
above, and the ether removed only 14.54 per cent. While this 
indicates that something has been removed from the glyconin 
aside from fat, the total percentage is not sufficient to account 
for the discrepancies present in several of the egg emulsions. 

The method employed for the determination of volatile mat- 
ter is not applicable to emulsion 1,029, which is a petroleum 
product. The high percentage of volatile matter is undoubtedly 
cue to the volatilization of the petroleum products of the emul- 
sion. This is emphasized by the fact that when the amount of 
fat is determined by the saponification method the percentage 
of fat indicated to be present is materially in excess of that 
removed by the ether. 

Aside from the egg emulsion and the petroleum emulsion 
the various figures obtained on analysis correspond closely with 
those which represent the amount of material known to be pres- 


creatin. 
The ether extracted was 24.5 per cent., whereas the amount of 
fat found to be present by the saponification method amounted 
to 30 per cent. The difference between these two figures may 
undoubtedly be attributed to the loss of certain volatile petro- 
leum products during the process of drying. 

When it was observed that the ether extracted a larger 
mount of material than was known to be present in the emul- 
sion that could be extracted with ether it was deemed desir- 
able to determine the actual amount of fat by other methods. 
The method at present largely used for the determination of 
fatty products is the well known Babcock test. It was found, 
however, that this method could oniy be utilized after some 
experimentation with the emulsions in hand—that is, no set 
procedure could be outlined by means of which the Babcock 
method could be applied to all emulsions. If the details were 
worked out for an acacia emulsion, the same amounts of the 
various reagents could not, be used for an egg or a dextrin emul- 
sion. It was readily seen from this that the Babcock method 
would not be applicable in practice, because the nature of the 
emulsifying agents and other ingredients is generally not 
known. After some experimentation it was found that the fat 
in all emulsions could readily be determined by the saponifica- 
tion method and the use of the centrifuge. The process as used 
for obtaining the results recorded in the paper is as follows: 
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Into a Babcock cream-test bottle place 9 Gm. of the emul- 
sion to be examined. Add 10 Cc. of a saturated aqueous solu- 
tion of potassium hydroxide. Heat on the steam bath for about 
15 minutes and add cautiously, drop by drop, 15 Cc. of 75 per 
cent. sulphuric acid. This will neutralize the excess of alkali 
and liberate the fat which is now to be brought to the surface 
by centrifuging for five minutes. Then add enough hot water 
to bring the top of the contents of the bottle up to the neck, 
and centrifuge again for two minutes. After the second cen- 
trifuging add sufficient hot water to raise the fat to within 
about % inch of the top of the flask, centrifuge again for one 
minute, remove the bottle and read off the per cent. of fat as 
indicated by the scale on the neck of the bottle. The readings 
were made at about 75 degrees C. This scale is made for use 
with 18 Gm. of material, and inasmuch as only 9 Gm. were 
used in the above operation it will be necessary to multiply the 
percentage indicated by the scale by two. 

On comparing the results obtained by the ether-extraction 
method and the saponification method, it will be found that they 
run closely parallel, excepting in those cases where it has 
been found that a disturbing factor exists. This is particu- 
larly shown in the case of emulsion No. 1,029, and was known 
to exist in the case of egg emulsions, but this fact we were not 
able to show because of the loss of the egg emulsions before 
this method could be applied. The saponification method also 
reveals the fact that there is something present in emusions 
Nos. 1,025, 1,031 and 1,032 which vitiates the ether extractive. 
Exactly what the difficulty is has not been made out. 

The solids being taken by difference, naturally show any 
inequality that might be present in any part of the analytical 
work. In those emulsions, however, where the exact amount of 
solid material present was known, the amount obtained by dif- 
ference is very well in accord with that actually present. 

Before concluding it is necessary to say that in the case of 
only one emulsion was the method as outlined above imprac- 
ticable, and that was No. 1,028. After working with it unsuc- 
cessfully for a considerable length of time, Mr. Schulz, of this 
laboratory, noticed that the label on the bottle containing this 
emulsion directed an unusual amount of caution to prevent the 
emulsion from freezing, which would destroy it, and from this 
observation he hit upon the idea that by freezing the emulsion 
it might be possible to separate it into two layers, as had been 
the case with other emulsions. After a trial experiment he 
found that such a procedure would bring about the desired re- 
sults. In order to separate this emulsion it is therefore neces- 
sary to first freeze it, then warm to about 60 degrees C., and 
centrifuge as directed with the other emulsions. 

Mr. Schulz did all of the work connected with the Babcock 
inethod, and made all of the fat determinations by the saponifi- 
cation method recorded in this paper. 


Anaesthesin.—Further work has been done with anesthesin 
since the publication of a note on this new drug in this column 
in a recent issue. According to von Noorden, ansthesin is the 
para-amidobenzoie ether, or the ethylic ether of para-amido- 
benzoic acid (Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, Nov. 17, 1902). 
It is manufactured by the Hoechst Farbenfabriken under the 
name of Ritsert Anwsthesin. Ritsert prepared it in 1890 and 
recognized its value as a local anesthetic, but the product at- 
tracted little attention, as at that time every one was looking 
for substitutes for cocaine soluble in water. Anssthesin was 
again brought into prominence when the advantages of a dry 
anesthetic like orthoform were recognized. Anssthesin is a 
white, odorless powder, tasteless, but producing a numbness 
on being applied to the tongue, almost insoluble in cold water, 
but soluble to some extent in hot water. It is easily soluble 
in alcohol, ether, chloroform, acetone, fats and oils and miscible 
without decomposition with fatty substances. The symptoms 
evoked by too large doses resemble those of excessive doses of 
phenacetin and are more pronounced when the drug is admin- 
istered dissolved in oil. 

The New Remedies Compendium and Prices Current is 
printed in this number. © See last advertising pages. 


HOW TO BECOME A BETTER QUALIFIED PHARMACIST. 
By F. J. Butter, PH.G. 
Pontiac. Ill. 


Many pharmacists depend too much upon the manufacturing 
chemists, and when an emergency presents itself and they are 
called upon to prepare a prescription containing some solid 
extract, chemical or drug seldom used or carried by the ordi- 
nary druggist they are at a loss to know what to do. A drug- 
gist should be well qualified in this line and be able to come to 
his own relief by meeting the emergency and manufacturing 
the drug in his own laboratory. 

HOW TRADE IS LOST. 

They not only lose custom but also the confidence of their 
customers by saying: ‘ We do not have one of the ingredients, 
therefore we cannot fill this prescription.” The customer leaves 
with the impression that the druggist is incompetent, or he will 
say: “ Mr. is certainly not an up-to-date pharmacist, for 
he could not fill my prescription.” 

WHAT TO DO. 

These unqualified druggists should lose no time in preparing 
themselves by a few moments’ diligent study every day. They 
should secure some of the books used in the chemical and 
pharmaceutical laboratories of the colleges of pharmacy and 
learn to make many chemicals and preparations. 

HOW I Do IT. 

I have had many prescriptions handed me by customers who 
had tried the nearest drug stores and had been told that 
they were unable to fill the prescription because they did not 
have some of the ingredients or “ were just out of the same.” 

One case that I will mention was a prescription calling for 
ointment of lead iodide, handed to me by a physician. He was 
unable to obtain it in the city, but I told him to wait a few 
minutes and I would make it. As we had no lead iodide in 
stock I had to make it. I prepared two solutions, one of potas- 
sium iodide and another of lead acetate, and poured the last 
named solution into the first. In this way a copious yellow 
precipitate of lead iodide was obtained. This I collected on a 
paper filter, washed it with water and weighed a sufficient 
amount of it to make the ointment. 

Another case was of a prescription calling for six or seven 
solid extracts. The customer asked me if I could fill it, and I 
told him that I didn’t have three of the extracts, but had the 
fluid extracts and would make them in a few minutes if he 
could wait. He looked at me in a rather surprised way and 
said that he had called at three or four other pharmacies with- 
out getting what he wanted. 

Taking three evaporating dishes, I poured a quantity of 
the fluid extracts in each and applied a gentle heat, which 
soon drove off the menstruum, leaving the desired solid extracts, 
which enabled me to fill the prescription. ‘ 

In these and in many other instances I have gained the 
confidence of many new customers who otherwise would still 
be patronizing “the nearest drug store.” 





Sg Malayan Citronella Oil. 


' 

In the Chemist and Druggist for October 4, p. 608, reference 

was made to the manufacture of citronella oil on the Kellas 

Estate, Perak. This oi] has been examined at the Imperial 

Institute, and Professor Dunstan gives the following figures 
for it, compared with Java and Ceylon oils: 


Kellas Java. Ceylon. 
ee See Pere 0.8948 at 15° C. 0.892 0.908 
pero gee ——. 1.4858 at 24° C. 4am ose 
Optical rotation 
F100 mm.) tube 1.34’ at 24°C. 0° 50’ to 2° 26’ 9° 36’ 


Solubility in 80 ° 
Pp. ‘Alcohol. .1 in 1 or more vols. 1in 1 or more vols. 1 in 1 vol. be- 
coming cloudy on 

further addition. 


Geraniol ....... 32.7 per cent. 31.9to38.1p.c. 32.9 per cent. 
Citronella (by dif- 
ference) op se 55.3 per cent. 50.4to55.3p.c. 28.2 per cent. 


These results show that the Kellas oil more nearly, in com- 
position, approximates to Java oil than to that produced in 
Ceylon. 
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OXYMEL SCILLAE.' 
By A. C. ABRAHAM, F.C.S., F.LC. 


Many chemists have examined squill, but their results do 
not appear to agree to such an extent as to justify one in speak- 
ing with any confidence about them. One thing, however, 
seems clear, and that is that the active principles are glu- 
cosides and one at least of them is a bitter principle easily de- 
composed by heat. This latter point should be specially borne 
in mind. Perhaps few preparations in the present British 
Pharmacopeia show a greater lack of the practical pharmacist 
in the composition of their formulse than does oxymel of squill. 
In the old London Pharmacopeeia of 1763 it was ordered to be 
made by boiling 3 pounds of honey with 2 pounds of vinegar of 
squill until reduced to a syrupy consistence; in the P. L. 1851 
by boiling 50 fluid ounces of vinegar of squill to 12 fluid ounces 
and adding to 60 ounces of melted honey. In the British 
Pharmacopeia, 1867, the older process was employed, but the 
quantities were varied; a pint of vinegar of squill being em- 
ployed and 2 pounds of honey, and to ensure uniformity the 
evaporation was to be carried on until the specific gravity was 
1.32. The evaporation was also to be conducted on a water 
bath instead of by boiling. This process remained unaltered 
in the Pharmacopeia of 1885. In 1898, however, the process 
was altered. To avoid the evaporation the squill, which is 
ordered simply to be bruised, is macerated with 9 quantity of 
acetic acid and water, from which is produced a much more 
concentrated vinegar of squill than the article previously em- 
ployed. It is as a matter of fact practically twice the strength 
of ordinary acetum scille. The object of this variation is en- 
tirely to avoid evaporation. 

The old process of boiling together honey and vinegar of 
squill would probably, if not certainly, result in a considerable 
alteration of the active principles, and the modified process of 
the 1867 and 1885 Pharmacopeias would perhaps produce the 
same result. According to the 1898 process, however, as no 
heating is employed, the final product will contain, even after 
it has been kept for a considerable period, the unaltered con- 
stitutents. It is therefore quite a different medicine from that 
made under the 1885 process, although, curiously enough, the 
name and the dose remain exactly the same. What should we 
think of a dispenser who substituted in a prescription, say, 
sodium acetate for bicarbonate without consulting the writer 
of the prescription or even taking the trouble to tell the pre- 
scriber that he had altered it? That is what the Pharmacopeia 
has in effect done, without even, so far as I can find, any evi- 
dence that the unaltered principles are better for the purposes 
for which oxyme] of squill is employed than the products of its 
decomposition which hitherto had been used. Moreover, the 
Pharmacopeia does not even state in a footnote that, owing to 
the process of manufacture having been altered, the preparation 
is different from what it was in previous Pharmacopeias. Yet 
it undoubtedly is different, and very different; and some who 
have been in the habit of using the older kind notice the dif- 
ference and will not have it. It may be thought that my ob- 
jection to a change of this kind being made in such a way as 
not to call the attention of prescribers to the fact that they 
had a new article to deal with is somewhat fanciful, but I 
think a careful consideration of the facts will convince any one 
that this is not the case. Squill is, especially at times, a 
powerful and dangerous poison, probably due to the bitter prin- 
ciple, and it therefore behoves us to’ be very careful how we 
vary from official directions as to the manufacture of its prep- 
arations. An inquest was held in, I think, Leeds, some years 
since which to my mind strongly emphasizes this, and I may 
say that although up to that time I had always been in the 
habit of making syrup of squill with as little heat as possible, 
or practically none, I have been very careful since to give it 
the gentle heat that the Pharmacopeia mentions, as even this 
difference in treatment makes a distinct difference in the 
product. From a strictly pharmaceutical point of view, how- 
ever, a2 much more serious objection can be taken to the present 
process than the one which I have mentioned. It is the great 


1 Read before the Liverpool Chemists’ Association. 
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variation in strength, which is not only possible, but which 
undoubtedly exists. The directions of the Pharmacopeia are 
as follows: 

Digest the squill for seven days in a mixture of the acetic 
acid and distilled water, press strongly, filter, mix the product, 
which should measure approximately 10 fluid ounces, with 
about 27 fluid ounces of the clarified honey, or sufficient to pro- 
duce oxymel of squills having the s, g. 1.320. 

These directions are palpably bad, because it is clear that 
the weaker and lower the specific gravity of the vinegar of 
squill which is prepared by the process given the greater 
will be the quantity of honey required to raise the specific 
gravity to the required figure. No doubt the author of this 
process was quite unaware how great the variation might be, 
and it is difficult to see how the variation which exists actually 
occurs. To show how it works out in practice we will suppose 
that we are working on eight times the quantities mentioned 
in the Pharmacopeia, and assuming that the honey is specific 
gravity 1.450, and that we obtain 80 fluid ounces of filtrate 
from the acetum scille (which is the Pharmacopeia assump- 
tion), I find it almost invariably necessary to use 14 pounds of 
honey, whereas the Pharmacopeia indicates that about 19 
pounds 9% ounces (equal to 216 fluid ounces) will be required, 
and Mr, Brown reckons that 20 pounds will be needed for this 
quantity. 

The following experiments were made to test this point 
accurately : 

Three different quantities of squill were taken. A was dried 
and passed through a 20 sieve; B was merely dried and 
bruised; while C was simply bruised without drying. The de- 
tails of this experiment are shown in the following table: 


Normal mae. 


Sp. Gr. Liquid Quan- acid 0 
of ex- tity Honey | for 2 prod- 
liquid. pressed. used. theory. use fl. dr. uct. 
A Per 20 sileve......<. 1.080 20 18 48° 508 2.6 a 


B_ Dried and bruised.1.082 20% 18 47 49% 2.5 1.320 
C Undried bruised...1.077 20% 18 48% 51 2.65 1.320 

A sample from stock (specific gravity 1.820) (D) required 
2.8 of normal acid, and four purchased samples required (E) 
3.3, (F) 1.8, €G) 1.7 and (H) 1.6, the first two being specific 
gravity 1.325 and 1.32. 

It will be seen that although the sample put through the 
20 sieve has a higher specific gravity than that merely bruised, 
the sample which was dried and merely bruised has a still 
higher gravity, no doubt due to the fact that by avoiding the 
sifting it was less exposed to the air, and therefore absorbed 
less water. Upon the whole, however, it will be seen that these 
samples very closely agree in all respects. The amount of acid 
present in them is practically identical, and contrasts remark- 
ably with the figures obtained from purchased samples, which, 
however, from their great variation can hardly be accepted as 
samples of the B. P. preparation, but had been made by the 
1885 B. P. process. The conclusions to which I think we are 
entitled to come when we consider the facts are: 

1. The Pharmacopeia is not justified in vitally altering the 
composition of a remedy which has for hundreds of years been 
of practically the same composition, without altering its name. 

2. If the Pharmacopeia is right in altering the composition, 
the commercial article certainly to a large extent is not made in 
conformity with it. 

38. The Pharmacopeia process requires radically altering in 
the following ways: The squill should be put through a No. 20 
sieve, which will ensure its being practically dry. The honey 
should be of a fixed weight, and the vinegar of squill should be 
evaporated on a water bath, say, to half, before mixing with 
the honey. 


Cresol Solution.—M. Paul Adam (Journal de pharamcie et 
de chimie) gives particulars of some experiments he has been 
making in devising a cresol disinfectant which shall be cheap, 
of small volume, and mix with cold water. Soap and alkali 
carbonates do not give. good results in this experimenter’s 
hands; it requires too much soap to make a solution that will 
mix with water without separation of flakes. Equal parts of 
cresol and 30 per cent. solution of caustic soda boiled together 
give a satisfactory result. One part of this solution is diluted 
with 100, 200 or 300 parts of water, according to requirements. 
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INCOMPATIBLE QUININE MIXTURE.’ 
By JosepH Tart, PuH.C. 
This communication gives the results of an inquiry regard- 
ing the following prescription: 


eer errr rie gr. xviij. 
ee Sg er eer aes 3iij. 
PN: SE oivcknw ad accsGencdwaxicue 
ee ee rr ad 3vi. 


When dispensed with different commercial samples the mix- 
ture varies from pale straw to a yellowish color, but in a few 
hours throws down a reddish-brown precipitate, which grad- 
ually changes into a brownish-black. The inquiry was designed 
to account for the incompatibility and ascertain whether it 
could be avoided. 

It is known that in mixtures like the foregoing there may be 
separation of reddish-brown quinine, iodo-hydriodide or brown- 
ish-black herapathite (quinine iodo-sulphate). It was suggested 
that the precipitation might be due to a minute trace of nitric 
acid in the sulphuric acid employed. Such a contamination 
does undoubtedly readily cause separation of free iodine and 
consequent precipitation. 

To determine whether this was the cause of the trouble 
attention was directed to the sulphuric acid used in dispensing 
the prescription. On applying the usual ferrous sulphate test 
for nitric acid the result was negative. When tested, how- 
ever, by Lunge’s diphenylamine reaction very distinct evidence 
of a nitrogen acid was obtained. Lunge’s reagent is prepared 
by dissolving 0.5 Gm. of diphenylamine in 100 M1. of pure con- 
centrated sulphuric acid and adding 20 M1. of water. In apply- 
ing the test about 1 Ml. of the sample is placed in a test tube 
and covered with an equal quantity of the diphenylamine solu- 
tion. If a nitrogen acid is present there is formed at the junc- 
tion of the liquids a bright blue-colored ring, and the reaction 
is exceedingly delicate. A dilute sulphuric acid made from 
this sample gave just perceptibly the characteristic blue reac- 
tion, showing that it was near the limit of delicacy of Lunge’s 
test—namely, 1 part of nitric acid in 5,000,000. 

Ferric and selenic salts, which are possible contaminations 
of sulphuric acid, also give the blue reaction with dipheny- 
lamine. The absence of the latter was proved by Dragendorff’s 
codeine test, in which a few drops of the sample are added to a 
solution of codeine in sulphuric acid, when a green coloration 
is at once produced in the presence of a trace of selenium. 
Potassium ferrocyanide and potassium sulphocyanate indi- 
cated a trace of iron. Evidently, however, the reaction with 
ferric salts is not so delicate as with nitric acid, as it was 
found, by a blank experiment, that the trace of iron present 
in the acid was not sufficient to give the blue reaction. It is 
evident, therefore, that the indication of the test pointed to a 
trace of nitrogen acid, and consequently the sulphuric acid 
might be the source of the trouble. 

It was found, however, that on using a specially redistilled 
sulphuric acid, proved to be free from nitrogen acids by 
Lunge’s test, and the ordinary commercial pure potassium 
iodide, there was an immediate separation of free iodine, and 
in a few hours a brownish precipitate fell and after a time 
changed into the brownish-black precipitate which gave rise to 
the inquiry. The decomposition, therefore, does not appear to 
indicate necessarily any contamination of the sulphuric acid 
with nitrogen acids. 

It was observed that the potassium iodide crystals were 
slightly moist, and on dissolving a little and testing for iodate 
with tartaric acid and starch, distinct evidence of slight con- 
tamination was obtained. On washing these crystals with 
water and dissolving, practically no evidence of iodate was 
obtained. This may indicate that in presence of moisture an 
originally iodate-free ~otassium iodide may become contam- 
inated through slow oxidation of the exposed surface. This 
indicated that the potassium iodide might be the cause of the 
difficulty. 

On using Merck’s extra pure potassium iodide, giving no 
reaction with tartaric acid and starch, and nitrogen-free redis- 


1 Communicated to the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, at 
an evening meeting in Edinburgh, on Wednesday, December 20, 1905, 
and reprinted from the Pharmaceutical Journal for December 23, 1905. 
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tilled sulphuric aeid, however, it was found that the mixture 
became very slightly yellow at once, and after standing some 
hours the reddish-brown precipitate had formed and gradually 
passed into the brownish-black herapathite as in the other 
cases. From this it is clear that the result is not necessarily 
due to contamination of either the sulphuric acid or the potas- 
sium iodide. 

Experiment indicated that the quinine sulphate played no 
part in the reaction beyond supplying the material for the for- 
mation of herapathite with the liberated iodine. The sulphuric 
acid reacting with the potassium iodide liberates hydriodic 
acid, which speedily decomposes into water and free iodine. 
The latter reacts with the quinine sulphate to form ultimately 
herapathite, which is iodo-sulphate of quinine. The mixture 
must therefore be described as quite incompatible, as it stands, 
from a chemical point of view. The prescription may be dis- 
pensed with water from which dissolved oxygen has been ex- 
pelled by boiling, and such a mixture, kept securely corked, has 
remained clear for a considerable time. On exposure to air, 
however, decomposition at once sets in, and therefore this rem- 
edy is impracticable. 

Several experiments were made, such as adding citric acid 
and an alkaline citrate, but these were unavailing. On add- 
ing about 2 rer cent. of hypophosphorous acid, sp. gr. 1.136, to 
the mixture, it was found that only a very faint yellow color 
was developed, and it has not increased, and the mixture re- 
mains perfectly clear after standing for several days. On sub- 
stituting 0.7 per cent. of sodium hypophosphite for the hypo- 
phosphorous acid an equally satisfactory result was obtained, 
and this latter is suggested as a means of overcoming the in- 
compatibility. 

It may be mentioned that the method of mixing the in- 
gredients had no influence on the final result. Of course, the 
sodium hypophosphite must be added to the potassium iodide 
solution before adding the acid solution of quinine sulphate. 

During these experiments eight commercial samples of what 
was supplied as pure potassium iodide were examined and only 
two gave no coloration on the addition of starch and tartaric 
acid. One of the two, labeled “ extra pure,” was exposed to the 
air for two days. It was then deliquesced and its solution at 
once gave a distinct blue with starch and tartaric acid. 

Seven samples supplied as pure sulphuric acid were ex- 
amined, and all of them, except one, indicated traces of nitrogen 
acids with Lunge’s test, some of them very distinctly. All the 
samples but one gave indication of a trace of iron with potas- 
sium ferrocyanide, but even this one gave a faint indication 
with potassium sulphocyanate. The latter, therefore, appears 
to be a more reliable and delicate test than the former. Only 
one sample of acid gave the nitrous reaction with ferrous sul- 
phate. The absence of selenium was proved in every case, and 
in no case was the iron in sufficient proportion to react witb 
Lunge’s test. 


Iron Tropon.—Brownish powder; albuminoid food prepa- 
ration, composed of tropon (pure albumen) and iron in an as- 
similable form. Contains 2% per cent. of iron. Used as a tonic 
food in treatment of anemia, chlorosis, impoverished condi- 
tions of the system generally and in convalescence. 


Incompatibility of Boric Acid and Sodium Salicylate.— 
If boric acid and sodium salicylate are mixed together in pow- 
der form the mixture becomes moist and unsuitable for use 
as a powder. The change appears to be due to a combination 
taking place with elimination of water, sodium borosalicylate, 
BO,(C,H,COONa),;, being formed.—P. Planés, Bull. de Pharm. 
de S. E. through Apoth. Ztg. and Phar. Jour. 


VENUS TOILET CREAM, 


Mucilage quince seed (thick)............ 5vi. 
RR REET HERMODS | (25's :c\s a'c.so.0 5nd swe eee OES 
TED SII On bois 06h 442 4Sa% oo eS Oeeesee 3i. 
Pe eee ee gtt. xv. 


Add the benzoin to the rose water, agitating thoroughly, 
and mix with the remaining ingredients. Put up in 4-ounce 
toilet cream bottles; label and cap; sells for 25 cents. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 





Mercuran.—Mercuran is an ointment containing 50 per 
cent. of mercury in goose oil, made by the Eusoma Pharmaceu- 
tical Company, of Cincinnati. The advantages claimed are: 
Rapid absorption, ease of application, and that it is a soothing 
and non-irritating preparation. It is prescribed in soft gelatin 
capsules, each containing 61.73 grains of mercuran. 

Aldol.—Aldehyde, when allowed to remain in contact for 
several days with hydrochloric acid, condenses and forms 
aldol, or beta-oxybutyric aldehydes. Aldol is a thick, odorless 
liquid, soluble in 2 parts of water and in ether and alcohol. 
When exposed to the air it gradually crystallizes, forming a 
polymer called paraldol. According to Camurri (Pharma- 
zeutische Zeitung, 1905, page 729), aldol can be used as a 
hypnotic. 

Cocaine Formate.—Vigier announced to the Therapeutic 
Society of Paris, at its meeting in November, 1905, that he was 
about to publish his researches on cocaine formate, which he 
declared to be a very soluble and very stable salt, which pre- 
sents several advantages over the already known salts of 
cocaine. Vigier got his idea for the compound from the prep- 
aration of quinine formate by Lacroix, which was recently an- 
nounced, 

Urocitral Not a True Salt.—Urocitral is a combination of 
sodium citrate with theobromine, which is asserted by the 
makers to contain 40 per cent. of theobromine. Zernik (Apoth- 
eker Zeitung, 1905, page 779) has analyzed the substance and 
found both theobromine and sodium citrate present, but he 
tound only 13.9 per cent. of theobromine. Zernik furthermore 
states that urocitral does not correspond with the formula indi- 
cated by the makers, but is a mixture of various double salts. 

A New Preparation for Dyeing and Bleaching the Hair.— 
A new German patent has been issued for a hair dye which is 
said to be “ relatively ” nonpoisonous and which does not irri- 
tate the skin. The preparation is made by the Aktiengesell- 
schaft fiir Anilinfabrikation of Berlin. The hair is first treated 
with a dilute alcoholic slightly alkaline solution of naphthy- 
lendiamine, and then washed with an oxidizing solution. The 
result is a blond or light brown tint, which resists the influence 
of light, of water and of the substances ordinarily used in 
washing the hair. 

lodan.—Iodan is a permanent solution of free iodine, 25 per 
cent., in goose oil, according to the formula of Dr. E. H. Shield, 
of Cincinnati, and made by the Eusoma Pharmaceutical Com- 
pany of that city. The liquid portion of goose fat obtained in 
the manufacture of mercuran is employed in the solvent. Iodan 
should be non-irritating to the skin or mucous membrane, read- 
ily assimilable when used internally or absorbable when ex- 
ternally applied. For internal use iodan is prescribed in cap- 
sules of 5 and 10 minims; the former containing 1.25 grains 
of iodine, the latter 2.5 grains of iodine. Of the smaller 2 to 
10 capsules, and of the larger 4 to 6 capsules, may be given 
daily. For external use it is put up in 1 ounce glass stoppered 
bottles. 

Distinction Between Bombay and Banda Mace.—I’. Utz 
recommends the color reaction described by Pritchard for 
distinguishing Bombay mace from Banda mace. Bombay mace 
is colored red under the influence of a 1 per cent. soda solu- 
tion, while the mace of Banda does not give this color reaction. 
The best way of performing this test (Journal de Pharmacie de 
Chimie, November 16, 1905) is the method recommended 
by Busse, which consists in moistening strips of filter 
paper in an infusion of the mace in the alkaline solvent. These 
strips are then dried and if the Banda mace is perfectly pure, 
the filter paper remains entirely colorless, while if Bombay 
mace is present it is colored a deep orange. In this way we 
ean recognize 5 per cent. of the Bombay mace added to the mace 

. from Banda. 


Formicin.—Formaldehyde-acetamide, obtained by the action 
of acetamide on formaldehyde or its polymers, has been intro- 
duced into medicine as a powerful antiseptic. In consequence 
of the marked hygroscopic properties of the crystalline com- 
pound it is put on the market in the form of a syrupy liquid 
of the specific gravity 1.240 to 1.260. It is miscible with water, 
alcohol and chloroform in all proportions and forms a fairly 
permanent emulsion with oil. It has a slight amine odor, a 
feeble acid reaction and slightly bitter taste. It does not affect 
metals. In aqueous solution is begins to decompose, liberating 
formaldehyde at about 25 degrees C., and is rapidly decom- 
posed on boiling. It has been used as a surgical disinfectant, 
being applied in the form of tepid 2 per cent. solution. (Pharm. 
Centralh., 46, 776, through Phar. Jour.) 


A New Preparation of Camphor and Caffeine for Hypo- 
dermic Injection.—Claret presented to the Société de Thér- 
apeutique, in Paris (Bulletin Commercial, November, 1905), a 
new formula for hypodermic injections containing both cam- 
phor and caffeine. There is often occasion to use these two 
drugs simultaneously for stimulating a patient. It is very 
difficult to prepare a solution which would contain the two 
ingredients mentioned and the physician has been obliged to 
use them in separate solutions. Claret suggests the following 
method of preparation: To 3 cubic centimeters of pure steril- 
ized glycerin, add 1 cubie centimeter of the following solution: 
Caffeine, and sodium salicylate, of each 0.25 gramme; distilled 
water, enough to make 1 cubie centimeter. To the mixture, 
add 1 gramme (or 1.25 cubie centimeters) of spirit of cam- 
phor. Each 5 cubie centimeters of this solution will contain 
0.25 gramme of caffeine and 0.10 gramme of camphor,—the 
usual doses of these drugs. The solution keeps perfectly clear 
for several months. 


The Serum Treatment of Typhoid Fever. — Chantemess, 
who studied the subject experimentally for some years, has 
communicated his results to the Medical Congress at Cairo, 
Egypt. The first experiments of Chantemess with his serum 
showed a diminution in the typhoid mortality of his cases to 
6 per cent., whereas the mortality of typhoid patients in the 
Paris hospitals at the time was 19.3 per cent. His serum is 
both an antitoxic and antibdfcillary, besides being an excitant 
of phagocytosis. It is in the latter role that Chantemess con- 
siders it is strongest. In order that this effect be obtainable it 
is necessary that the lymphoid and myeloid systems should not 
be too profoundly poisoned, but should be capable of responding 
to the stimulus of the serum upon cellufar activity. For this 
reason it is best to give the serum early in the disease. The 
weaker the patient the smaller should be the dose used, and if 
the patient is in an advanced stage of typhoid it is better to 
give him small doses, gradually increasing so as to tide him 
over the dangerous part of the disease. The serum treatment 
of typhoid fever, which increases phagocytosis, can be given 
with the hydrotherapeutic treatment, as the two methods for- 
tify each other. 

Solurol, a New Remedy for Gout.—Zucker (Pharmaceu- 
tische Zentralhalle, Sept. 14, 1905) describes solurol (thyminic 
acid), a new preparation used in the treatment of gout, as a 
yellowish brown, almost tasteless powder, soluble in water and 
having a slight acid reaction. According to Minkowski, solurol, 
or thyminic acid, has the formula: 

C,H.N,O.2P.0, 
It has the property of dissolving its own weight of uric acid 
at a temperature of 20 degrees C. Uric acid, as is known, re- 
quires 1,600 parts of cold water to keep it in solution. The 
solvent property of solurol for urea is doubled at the tempera- 
ture of the blood, which is 87 degrees C. The solvent properties 
of this product can be tested by preparing a slightly alkaline 
solution of uric acid in a test tube, using a very small amount 
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of uric acid. In another test tube a slightly larger amount of 
solurol is dissolved in water, and equal parts of the solutions 
are mixed with a third tube and shaken. If the mixture be 
rendered acid it will be found that the uric acid remains in 
solution. If the test tube in which the remaining uric acid is 
in solution be then filled with water and its contents rendered 
slightly acid the uric acid contained in it will be precipitated. 
(See also AMERICAN DruccIstT, vol. xlvii, pp. 69, 295, 317.) 


Self-Opening Papers for Powders.—A new form of papers 
for powders has been placed on the market recently by a Ger- 
man firm (Hammer & Vorsak), who are also manufacturers of 
machines for compressing tablets, ete. The idea of the new 
powder papers is to make them perfectly hygienic and easy to 
handle. These powder papers come (Pharmazeutische Post, 
December 10, 1905) in sets, already folded, and are pasted 
together in such a way that when the outermost paper is pulled 
upon the paper next following opens itself, so that it may be 
filled with the necessary amount of powder. The custom of 
blowing into folded powder papers before filling them with a 
powder is one that prevails generally in Germany, but that 
should not be tolerated in a pharmacy, whether the powders 
are made at the prescription counter before the eyes of the 
publie or are filled in a back room of the establishment. The 
necessary number of powder papers are counted from the pack- 
age of ready-made papers and are separated from the package 
by means of a small spatula. The papers are then filled in the 
usual way, save that by pressure of the fingers each paper is 
opened widely enough to admit the powder. The powder papers 
are separated by drawing the spatula between them from below 
upward, and they are closed in the usual manner. These pow- 
der papers are manufactured now with the printed name of the 
firm and the manufacturers have devised a machine which 
prints, folds and pastes the papers. 


Some Practical Tests for Hydrogen Dioxide.—Schmatolla 
(Pharmazeutische Zeitung, 1905, page 641) describes some 
simple tests for the purity of hydrogen dioxide. In these days, 
when so many impure products are found in the market, a 
few tests of this sort will be found convenient at times for 
distinguishing the article of real merit from those which have 
merit only in the advertisements. The acidity of a sample 
may be determined quantitatively by using Congo-red as an 
indicator. Ten cubic centimeters of hydrogen dioxide solu- 
tion are treated with three or four drops of a solution of 
Congo-red, of 1 per cent. strength. The sample, if pure, will 
become colored red on the addition of ten drops of lime water, 
corresponding to 0.25 gramme of decinormal potassa solution. 
When hydrochloric acid is present hydrogen dioxide cannot 
be used and the sample should be rejected. One-tenth of 1 
per cent. of hydrochloric acid suffices to give the dioxide an 
odor of chlorine. To test for this impurity, 10 cubic centi- 
meters of the hydrogen dioxide solution are treated with 25 
drops of diluted sulphuric acid, half a gramme of crystalline 
ferric sulphate and with five cubic centimeters of decinormal 
silver nitrate solution. The amount of silver which remains 
in solution is then titrated with ammonium sulphocyanide. A 
red color which persists should develop after the use of not 
less than 4.6 cubic centimeters of ammonium sulphocyanide 
solution. Schmatolla also describes a reaction for the detec- 
tion of traces of hydrogen dioxide. This is a very sensitive 
reaction, and serves to detect one milligramme of hydrogen di- 
oxide per litre of solution. Two hundred cubic centimeters 
of the suspected solution are treated with from five to ten 
drops of diluted sulphuric acid, and from five to ten drops of 
1 per cent. cobalt nitrate solution. A blue color appears dis- 
tinctly if potassa solution be added to this mixture drop by 
drop, if a trace of hydrogen peroxide is present. 


The Cause of the Red Color of Carbolic Acid.—Kiihl 
(Pharm. Zeitung, November 29, 1905), studies the interesting 
question as to the cause of the red color of carbolic acid which 
has puzzled so many chemists in the past and which has not 
been very thoroughly investigated as yet. The author reminds 
us that the red color of carbolic acid which is acquired by this 
substance on standing for some time finds its analogue in the 
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discoloration of aniline, which becomes discolored much more 
rapidly than does phenol. The experiments of the author were 
conducted upon a small scale, for the reason that only 100 
grammes of red carbolic acid were available at the time. Fifty 
grammes of phenol was rectified in a retort. A colorless phenol 
was distilled, remaining a violet reddish mass in the retort. 
On heating this residue in a watch crystal for a little while, the 
phenol was completely evaporated, the residue consisting of a 
small amount of a violet reddish substance. This residue was 
not soluble in water. Upon warming it with a solution of fer- 
ric chloride, and after evaporating it upon the water bath, a 
residue remained which was at first slightly reddish in color, 
while the pure carbolic acid that had been distilled off showed a 
dark violet color under the same conditions. <A solution of 
phenol in ammonia was colored green on sianding, after the 
addition of hydrogen peroxide. ‘The violet reddish mass was 
not soluble in dilute ammonia, and the latter did not become 
discolored in any way upon the addition of hydrogen peroxide. 
A solution of the residue in concentrated sulphuric acid did not 
become colored on the addition of sodium nitrite. 

The reddish mass gave all the characteristic reactions of 
earbolic acid. The author concludes that some coloring matter 
is developed in phenol on standing, but the exact nature of this 
coloring matter can only be discovered by studying the exact 
composition of the residue and comparing its molecular compo- 
sition with that of phenol. 

A New Way of Using Iodoform.— Bianchi (Boll. Chim. 
Farm., 1905, Nov. 20) describes a new method of introducing 
iodoform into the system by applying it to the skin and allow- 
ing it to be absorbed. It is well known that iodoform acts 
somewhat in the manner of iodine, only less severely, for it is 
less irritating, and relieves pain. Unfortunately it cannot be 
used very readily in the place of iodine, where the action of 
iodide is desired, inasmuch as it is not absorbed by the un- 
broken skin, and therefore cannot be used in the form of in- 
unctions. The author tried to obviate this difficulty by pre- 
paring a solution of iodoform which is absorbed by the skin. 
He gives the following formula for this solution: 


Pure caustic potash in powder.... 35.0 parts. 
ae re a 25.0 parts. 
Boy oo! a eer 50.0 parts. 
EL EIN 5 gw sb A'S ae 64s abe w 30.0 parts. 
Aiconol, B5 per Cent... ..s..cccccecse 30.0 parts. 


The iodoform in this mixture is prepared extemporaneously 
in the following way: The powdered potash and the water are 
mixed in a glass-stoppered flask, the oleic acid is then added 
and the mixture is thoroughly shaken. Then the iodine and 
the alcohol are added and the heat which develops during the 
various reactions is sufficient to produce a uniform mixture of 
all the ingredients. The flask must be constantly and slowly 
shaken from time to time until the contents become colorless, 
Iodine is then added in small amounts, just as is done in pre- 
paring iodoform, until the mixture no longer becomes decolor- 
ized. The remaining excess of iodine is then removed by means 
of the potash. The mixture is allowed to cool and to stand for 
several days and a slight precipitate is removed by decanta- 
tion. The product is filled into dark bottles. The result is a 
yellow syrupy fluid which smells of iodoform and which is 
miscible with water, with alcohol, ether, chloroform, volatile 
oils, ete., and also with glycerin, oils and fats, creosote, ete. 
This mixture does not contain any free iodine, nor does it de- 
velop any free iodine from standing, as may be seen from the 
fact that its solutions with chloroform do not become affected 
by light or air. This mixture of iodoform and soap can there- 
fore be used as an application to the healthy skin for the pur- 
pose of producing the effects of iodine without producing the 
irritation caused by it. The author states that it is absorbed. 


A Welcome Visitor 
Inclosed please find check to cover two years’ subscription 
to your valuable paper. It is a welcome fortnightly visitor 
which is always a satisfaction to read. With best wishes for 
the new year, Mayo & WEAVER. 
CoLtumbus, Miss., December 30, 1905. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





“ Species.”—E. B. asks what should be dispensed when 
laxative species is asked for. He adds: “I have also had in- 
quiry for breast tea and I should like you to inform me what 
I am to supply for this.” 

It is evident that our correspondent is not in possession of 
a copy of the National Formulary, for if he would have con- 
sulted the index of that work he would have found the for- 
mulas asked for. These preparations are not called for so fre- 
quently now as they were a few years ago, the advance of popu- 
lar education and the more general dissemination of knowledge 
bearing on medical subjects having educated the people to 
higher things in laxative medication (?). Teas of this descrip- 
tion are, however, occasionally called for in the cities as well 
as in outlying districts, and it may be that they will be re- 
tained in the next revision of the National Formulary. For the 
benefit of our subscriber we reprint the formulas below: 


Laxative Species. 


TAGGIN oa 6-50 .0.09i0 oes aie eens 16 parts. 
TIMAGR MO WETS 65:6 5.0 6: 4:5.0:0:0 0 o's 0000 00 10 parts. 
WENN! DEWISCE 6 is5.56 s:5i0. 2 6 oe neseaies 5 parts. ’ 
PID COs ses 8 cee oS nee nese ee 5 parts. 


Potassium bitartrate, in fine powder. 4 parts. 
Moisten the senna with a little water, then sprinkle over it 
as uniformly as possible the potassium bitartrate. When it 
has become dry mix it lightly and uniformly with the other 
ingredients. 
Pectoral Species or Breast Tea. 


Althea, DOCIED 6... cect ces cecvens 8 parts 
MOON EOOE NCDV OS oie. 56:5:8.0!60 0 08 8 eiaie ... 4 parts 
Peeled Russian licorice..........scee- 3 parts 
En Pe a eee I ee 2 parts 
Mallein FOWEES ...cccscccccseaceves . 2 parts 
RONAN CIDE os 6h s wie sw oie. ove ties 9s-6.450 8.46 1 part 


Cut, bruise and mix them. 


Emolliént Species. 
Althzea leaves, 
Mallow leaves, 
Melilot tops, 
Matricaria, 
MOGs 6: 56's. aioe: areceio of each equal parts. 
Reduce them to a coarse powder, and mix uniformly. 
Calisaya Elixir—R. F. writes: “I have made several at- 
tempts to reproduce the calisaya elixir made by the elder 
Hegeman, of New York, but something has always gone wrong 
and I have not succeeded in obtaining the delicate flavor which 
characterized the Broadway elixir. Can you suggest a 
formula?” 
The formula referred to has become pretty well known of 
late years. It is believed to call for the following ingredients: 


Tinct, AUPANTI COL... cc cece sseses 5ss. 
Olei aurantii .......cceseccccccceces -- oMiv. 
Olei Cassie .....ccccccessesssccccsccccs mii. 
Olei anisi ........cccccccsccsssescccsece mii. 
Olei coriandri.........ceeececsecccecece mij. 
Olei ross ...... PO ee ee Te mij. 
Olei myristicee .......ccccoccccesssceces mij. 
REE WAS as 6 creas coe -s.oye sielsla,e eis Weslo soi ees 
Syrup simplicis ..........0cs0.+++000 eOXiIS8S. 
PAR TATA oa card oe aia 216s 1s9 Wo ao. ete valtiaiere@ 6 SisuVEENOE 
GI ac 6 a sao: 63910 54 oo aos wieia sia pees 2 Sc 
BUDE oa 06 sce ¢ i's 00:0: 6100s. 0:09 gr. xxxij. 
Cinchonin. SuIPD: 2. cccceciccccvccrece gr. xvi. 
Precipitated calcium phosphate........... 3ss. 
AGU oan 000 66 6 600s eects cc ses q. Ss. ad 3xxxij. 


M. 

In preparing this elixir it is best to make a solution of the 
citric acid in the water and dissolve in this the cinchona salts. 
Disolve the oils in alcohol and to this add the tincture of orange 
peel and extract of vanilla; then mix both solutions and trit- 
urate the resulting mixture with the preipitated calcium 
phosphate; finally filter the product through i wetted filter. 


Lotio Alba.—R. F. P. writes: ‘“ Please advise me by return 
mail what Lotio Alba is. If a patented product, please advise 
me of address of makers.” 

Lotio alba is one of the oldest and best known preparations 
in hospital dispensing practice. What is usually put up under 
this name is a solution of sulphurated potash and zine sulphate 
in water in the following proportions: 


Viiv Wt 1). a eS 3i 
POCASSS: SUIDNUPAWS 66d iccceesiccdaesesees 3i 
PAO CAN ia) aris. 5' 5, Siais: 6) Sina Ses emede ag eee 3iv 


al. 


A compound white lotion is also known. This is made by 
mixing 90 grains of precipitated sulphur with 4 ounces of the 
simple white lotion of the above formula. 

The druggist who is handed a prescription for lotio alba 
will do well to dispense the product made by the first formula. 
A different preparation bearing the name lotio alba is put up 
in the- dispensary of Bellevue Hospital, and the formula as 
given in the Bellevue Hospital Formulary reads as follows: 


PAUCURO MIE a Sas ctieS wiecseaies SG:0 waa Ee abel ee aij 
Liq. plumbi subacetatis................ fl 3iij 
MSP COUI a A arciclaiays adschs aidan didn Sisie wreccere ale fl 3iv 
101 Si ce: (.) | aaa a ee ee q.s.ad.fl Ziv 


We do not know what induced the editor of the formulary to 
apply the title long used for a different preparation to a mix- 
ture of the character of this one dispensed at Bellevue Dis- 
pensary, except that he was influenced by the fact of its color 
and was perhaps ignorant of the established use of this title 
for a totally different compound. Unless the physician specific- 
ally designated the Bellevue Dispensary formula, the simple 
solution of zine sulphate and sulphurated potash should be 
sent out. 


Production and Market Price of Carbon Dioxide.—F. M. 
A.—Carbon dioxide or carbonic acid is no longer made solely by 
the decomposition of marble dust or of whiting with sulphuric 
acid, though this means is still employed for producing the acid 
when an article of notable purity is required. Some producers 
of gas depend on natural sources for the supply of the acid, 
there being extensive plants in the neighborhood of Saratoga 
Springs where the gas is collected and liquified under pressure. 
Most breweries have plants for the collection of carbon dioxide 
from the fermenting worts, the Pabst Brewing Company, Mil- 
waukee, being among tle first to collect and utilize carbon 
dioxide in this way. The acid can be produced at a cost of 
about 2 cents a pound, but the method of putting it up and 
transporting it adds to the cost so that large consumers—users 
of, say, 2,500 pounds a week—are required to pay at least 3 
cents, while in ordinary lots 8 cents ¢ pound is paid. 


Correspondence. 


A College Requirement for New Jersey. 


To the Editor: 

Sir,—Although not a member of the New Jersey Pharma- 
ceutical Society (though I hope to join it some day), I suggest 
that a special meeting be called, the object being to amend the 
pharmacy law so as to require applicants appearing before the 
State Board to be graduates of a bona-fide college of pharmacy. 
We can do some good pharmaceutical reform work now, as we 
have an able champion of our interests in the Legislature in 
the person of G. Roeber, Ph.G., N. Y. C. P., 1881, of Newark, 
Essex County, who would no doubt introduce in the present 
Legislature any just bill if requested to do so. This is the 
era of reformation. Let us elevate our profession by all means. 

JOHN PFEIFFER, Pu.G., N. ¥. C. P., 1881. 

NewaRk, N. J., January 2. 
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Under this head wil: appear suggestions ana plans for tncreas- 
ing trade, advertising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 
vertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will be 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 
relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 
delay address communications to the Department of Business 
y. 
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SUCCESS IN BUSINESS. 


By J. A. WILSON, 
Baltimore. 

As druggists are often compelled to begin and carry on 
business with a very limited capital it behooves them to study 
how best to succeed. The road to success is open to all; and 
although it may seem easy it is in reality much the reverse. 
Success is not a phantom, to be secured by luck alone, but it is 
the outcome of close attention, energy, enterprise, enthusiasm, 
tact and a firm determination against failure. 

In business the expenditure of capital is an absolute neces- 
sity and requires very close and careful attention. Of course 
a sufficient and varied assortment of staple and salable goods 
must be bought and always kept on hand, and it is in buying 
that the druggist must exercise most care. A “ want book” 
should be kept always close at hand, the demands of patrons 
which you are unable to supply being noted therein. Buy in 
limited quantities, as money is frequently wasted in buying 
too much that is unsalable. Price-lists are valuable agencies in 
business. Through them you can keep posted as to prices and 
discounts and thus buy in a way to net the greatest profits. 
It is well to have regular houses at which to buy, but if you 
find that you can occasionally buy to better advantage else- 
where do so. An occasional change will show your dealers that 
you are independent. 

Use energy in frequently scrutinizing your books, your debts, 
your clerks and your system. Balance your books every month 
and begin the new month with the determination to increase 
your profit column. Discount your bills, as by so doing you 
effect a great saving. Make a deposit in the bank each month, 
no matter how small, and keep your check stubs made out and 
numbered to correspond with checks. Don’t put this off until 
you have forgotten the amount, the number and the date. Keep 
the respect of your clerks by being industrious, honest and 
sober. Show them that with you business comes first, while 
pleasure is but a secondary consideration. Examine your sys- 
tem and if it is not a good one change it, improve on it, try 
another. 

You are in business not merely to make a living but to get 
a good financial return for your efforts. Let your business 
activities then equal and even surpass those of your com- 
petitors. 

Arrange your stock often and properly, so that it may al- 
ways appear to advantage. In the placing of stock have all of 
one class of goods together; this will prevent that motley and 
unattractive appearance so often seen in stores and will prove 
a great convenience to you. 

Never talk failure nor look on the dark side of things, as 
this is not the way to succeed. The man who succeeds is he 
who does not wait for the opportunity that never comes, but 
who strikes out boldly for himself, and with undaunted energy 
overcomes every obstacle that may seem in his way. An in- 
dependent, self-reliant, enterprising man who sees success ahead 
is the man who reaches it. Many business men become chronic 
grumblers and fault-finders, never seeing success in anything. 
A gloomy, melancholy disposition retards advancement, and it 
is impossible for such people to prosper. Be enthusiastic; look 
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on the bright side of things. The world likes sunny, buoyant, 
hopeful people. Let your establishment be dominated by a 
bright, sunshiny atmosphere, of which you are the center. 

Some one has said that tact is better than talent. However 
that may be in the professional world, it is more than certain 
that tact is truly an essential to the merchant. Tact in dealing 
with customers, employees, wholesale men and drummers; tact 
in talking politics, religion and current events. 

If we examine the cause of all the failures in the world we 
shall see that a lack of determination was more often respon- 
sible than a lack of property. Nothing can keep a man down 
when he possesses determination and grit. Have a firm deter- 
mination, then, to succeed and to make every dollar of your 
capital tell. Read your drug journal and spare no honest 
means to reach the goal to which all your efforts should be 
directed—success. ; 


Clipped from Current Advertising. 
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GET THE ANSWER AT 
D.E.Monroe @& Co. 


The Temperance Drug Store. 


Cor. TEJON AND BIJOU STS. 
Phones 311 and 331. 





WHY waste space with such conundrums? WHY not 


advertise? 


Take Nobody’s Word, 


Not Even Ours. 


Test ‘*‘Menk’s Cpd. Syr. 
of Hypophosphites ”’ 


Yourself. Convince yourself, then tell others 
the wonderful, peculiar power that belongs to 
Menk’s Hypophosphites. 


Its Menk’s Hypophosphites 


That makes one hungry. 


Its Menk’s Hypophosphites 


That makes one enjoy life. 


Its Menk’s Hypophosphites 


That builds up and makes strong. It is a pow- 
erful nutrient tonic, reconstructor and digest- 
ant. 

But don’t take our word for it. Get a bottle 
of Menk’s Hypophosphites and let it convince 
you—65c. a bottle. 


Menk’s Pharmacy 





Good Ad.—Bad Display. 
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NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY MEETS. 


New Officers Elected and Much Bustness of Importance to Druggists 
Transacted—Grocery Drugs and Spices Make a Bad Showing in 
Report of Committee on Adulteration and Substitution. 


The annual meeting of the New York State Board of Phar- 
macy was held at the capitol in Albany on January 1. The 
meeting was convened in one of the Senate committee rooms 
by President Charles B. Sears, at 10 o’clock a.m. Prior to 
organizing and electing new officers of the board for 1906, the 
retiring board of officers received committee reports and closed 
up the year’s business by adjusting the finances, settling ac- 
counts, etc. Two new members made their appearance at the 
meeting, namely, John C. Krieger, of Salamanca, who was 
chosen last year to fill the vacancy in the Western Branch 
caused by the retirement of Alfred M. Palmer, of Olean, and 
John Hurley, of Little Falls, who succeeded George H. Merritt, 
of Newburg, in the Middle Branch. There was no change in 
the Eastern Branch, Dr. George C. Diekman having been chosen 
to succeed himself at the last election. 


THE NEW OFFICERS. 


After the selection of a temporary chairman and secretary 
the board went on with the election of officers for the ensuing 
year, the following being chosen: 

President, C. O. Bigelow, New York. 

Secretary-treasurer, Warren L. Bradt, Albany. 


The law provides for two officers only, but by a ruling of 


the board two additional officers, a first vice-president and a 
second vice-president, are chosen annually. This allows for 
rotation in the office of president, it being understood that the 
first vice-president is the nominee for president at the next 
election. A Buffalo man will be president next year, as George 
Reimann, of Buffalo, was made first vice-president. Judson B. 
Todd, of Ithaca, was named second vice-president. One vote 
was missing in the election of officers, Herbert M. Groves, of 
Batavia, being absent on account of sickness. 

During a short intermission the several branches of the 
board were reorganized. The Eastern, or New York City, 
Branch, remains as before, C. O. Bigelow being re-elected 
chairman, and Joseph Weinstein, secretary. In the Middle 
Branch, Judson B. Todd was chosen chairman in place of 
George H. Merritt, who failed of election last year; Warren 
L. Bradt, general secretary, remains secretary of the Middle 
Branch, according to a provision in the law. In the Western 
Branch, S. A. Grove, of Buffalo, retired as chairman, in favor of 
H. M. Groves, of Batavia. 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report. 

The annual report of the secretary-treasurer was submitted 

by Mr. Bradt and adopted. The text of the report follows: 
ALBANY, N. Y., January 1, 1906. 
Number of Store Certificates Issued. 





Drug 
Pharmacies. Stores. Permits. 
MOAMUEET TSPANGW! 6565 ooo 0's ciscis essa 2,413 2 14 
DINO NODDY 5.6 6 0 's.0:4 055 ees s ies ees 1,419 12 625 
bia We Oc ee ee eee 402 4 77 
BME Ata ee ot sus ance eeanesad 4,234 18 716 


Number of Apprentices Registered. 
; Male. Female. 








USE 1 CC Ree EO gS 115 8 
I ERNAROND 5b 5.9) ars win aid Reet Sc are elaie es ae 8s elerelee 103 6 
RONNIE MR RERINNEN 55 5a ce.8- cos 4:0 ocd0 ocho wan Garo ete 33 5 
Noo Nevss wang hale abe ten soa haaeaee 251 14 
Number of Former Board Certificates Exchanged for All State 
Certificates. 
Phar- Drug- 
macists. gists. 
eee eer Leet re er 52 cs 
ENN IRENE 5.5). w avalon Wiss Sale a's esd ale GT AAT a5 24 2 
A EE a ee ee ren eer mae 9 2 
RDN Sessa wo: keu Wis as Go WAS SNS Wn oN SW 06 Wate 85 4 


Number of Duplicate Certificates Issued in Lieu of Those Lost 
or Destroyed. 


I URAEMAMRMIE ERE TPEEINE TN 65.516 cag, ast Ga 7 wie <6rd 6 colo: BIA. FO aeE- w/oa. eile Cec gM ee We 1 
INRA RPRERS ORE EON 65 Gib) g cd daccy Cw: Sve, 6's 9 oun in 9) Was we Dies AE aren wi biaMlacaN’ 2 
WWW OMINEE RIT PIN ORUND cig 0h. sare owe Kids ARES aa S Sud Mica d Nas O6 taaw ee 4 

EE OGMN ep ateriitrastio tale aoa ec elaiele Wea eae Oe Oe OT COMO aes " 


Number of Substitute Certificates Issued in Lieu of Those Lost 
or Destroyed. 


Pn ee ee ee a 
EMO MATNMCIN oraids sroclnecensiadnaada Galea nea €e we “oe eeed 9 
[CECA ENMU cer ot aia etiale Wa ee Nae RUSS Ke Knee eee COS 7 
RUQEDAN 3 s.g:c'5:0 Sia /o.8 bes) ive iteleib cio NOSE cioas. <iee-s.e 16 
Examination Report. 
Eastern Branch. 
Phar- Drug- 

macist. gist. Total. 

Number of applications for examination 

MOCEIUOON oc carccckle Wate et s bess Cok 115 2 117 
Examined for Middle Branch.......... 5 5 
Examined for Western Branch......... 1 1 
Number of applications withdrawn..... 1 
Number of individuals examined, includ- 

INS TE-CXAMINALIONS ......6.scccbeses 230 2 232 
TENCE Tag e¥aiai A's (ov sun Gs a ibed GOS Be whan ard ae 192 2 194 

Male. Female. Total. 
Number of licenses granted............ 189 5 194 
Middle Branch. 
Phar- Drug- 
macist. gist. Total. 
Number of applications for examination 

1 acl Ce a er Pee a iv 20 37 
Examined for Eastern Branch......... aa “2 es 
Examined for Western Branch......... 

Number of applications withdrawn..... 
Number of individuals examined, includ- 

ing re-examinations ............... 5 23 77 
MOORE ieha 5.4 ciajcteccaias saa eaisieitienswiae. 's.e 37 19 56 
POOPIE aoc ois Sis ws areialnre cei esincioneseteres 17 4 21 

Male. Female. Total. 
Number of licenses granted............ 55 A 56 
Western Branch. 
Phar- Drug- 
macist. gist. Total. 
Number of applications for examination 

CRM a 6515 05607015 oie eae a diva e'dnee 30 48 78 
Examined for Eastern Branch......... ag Pe me 
Examined for Middle Branch.......... avs és a 
Number of applications withdrawn..... 1 1 2 
Number of individuals examined, includ- 

ING) TE-CTAMINAIONG: 6 Koec.6o-ses-ceas'e 75 60 135 
pA SEE SNE Ser ee er eee 49 43 92 
PROMS iia. a SAMerb Ae oa eT EERM Re BAe 26 17 43 

q Male. Female. Total. 

Number of licenses granted............ 89 3 92 

Number of Examinations Held in 1905. 
UN MR 5/5 01X: ia5'05 8 ile. Wanda. SP aaaialies GO wae aaeie-o Wie. ers alos. ame esi 3 
PEA ists, CS4 CWS HERDER ORME dee cede wea 3 
PRIME ole) sieht Bo it's leiorb aide a:ese widial alba elle eddie needa kim ninw. ore 5 
RENEE OS, agnor cease eeehalaD Shae ed ae'ecaaSc Seah 5 
RRM TM Sih Coa Tatas vic guaiavers obo erelam Gee aie Obs c baad Radibad bana 5 
SUP IIN  din6 cd 3C 00 seh bre aes S Re aae HUD M A alk ew wbnieare Cire 21 
Meetings Held by General Board. 

PUM 2's clan Std oss REIS TM la Ek 4 OTE January 2-3 
Se PURSE OMPIENN gp: 3:'G/5/'5 "5 Io asard cae: vane eletag are evapo shuretwnre aa asi June 26 


Meetings Held by Branches. 
Eastern. Middle, Western. 
= 
6 


Examination meetings ................ 6 5 
WXCCUUVS: MOCUNED 66 occ ccc e cscedcvdes 13 $a ai 
OGIAT THOCCUIOR a5 os cists Kcdoveaeeas 1 od 15 


Report of Committees on Inspection, Complaints and Prosecutions 
for the Year Ending December 30, $1905. 


Number of Stores Inspected. 
Towns 
Phar- General & cities 
macies. stores. visited. 
a io 2,709 “ave Rua 
WMI REPOINGEE. 5 .s.c ine iccisindicc cee-sews ee i 
WVOQUCGME HIERMION oie cc.ccccisceccseede 169 190 
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Number of Samples Collected. 
Found 
standard or Defi- 
Collected. Assayed. nearly so. cient. 


oe, Bi ee 2,968 ear 
a 831 se — sie 
Western Branch ........... 417 407 354 53 

Prosecutions. 
Criminal Prosecutions. 
Fines 
Con- col- 

victions. Acquittals. Pending. lected. 
Mantern Branch... secs. See eh <a 

oT OD ee _" . 

Western Braneh ..... 2.0.00. ne 
Civil Prosecutions. 
Masters Branch «...606606 95 8 40 $2,936 
Ce 1 Seis cae 50 
Western Branch ........... bee oe 1 is 
Cases Settled Out of Court. 
Phar- Other Fines 

macists. dealers. collected. 
os eee ei 207 42 $7,716 
PT: <i tsnsnebeee Ses eaa ts 38 14 1,975 
pe ee ee eer 14 12 975 


[It should be stated here that a large proportion of the sums 
collected in fines came from painters, general dealers and others 
found violating the law, and not from pharmacists. ] 


Financial Statement of the Branches for the Year 1905. 








Receipts. 
Eastern. Middle. Western. 
Examination fees ............ $1,160.00 $270.00 $540.00 
Pharmacy registrations ...... 4,826.00 2.840.00 804.00 
Drug store registrations...... 4.00 24.00 8.00 
oe a errr 70.00 - 3,125.00 388.00 
Apprentice registrations ..... 59.00 54.50 19.00 
Exchange of certificates ...... 52.00 26.00 11.00 
Engrossing certificates ....... 26.00 12.50 5.50 
Duplicate certificates ........ 2.00 4.00 6.50 
Substitute certificates ........ cies 13.50 10.50 
Tne ee 10,652.00 2,025.00 975.00 
Examining candidates for other 
oo Ss ree eee 30.00 15.00 saa 
Interest on deposits.......... 94.90 29.49 8.78 
Surplus from 1904........... 8,594.36 ‘eve caas 
BE Sshnkseeweoereswee ee $25,570.26 $8,488.99 $2,776.28 
Expenditures. 
New York College of Pharmacy $5,284.62 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy 3,547.74 wate ee 
Secretary's GAIATY .. 2.20.00 2,000.00 $1,800.00 $500.00 
Inspectors’ salaries .......... 1,440.00 875.00 225.00 
Inspectors’ expenses ......... 549.64 2,076.28 409.75 
ES Ses ee eink 120.00 60.00 
Secretary’s surety bond....... 10.00 10.00 10.00 
Per diems paid to members... 540.00 580.00 580.00 
Members’ traveling and hotel 
PN Sock viskas tine kes he 1,584.86 361.69 
ee ee 2,574.79 612.21 103.60 
PER 25, chakras banweve's 177.25 252.00 64.00 
Office and general expenses... 605.35 476.01 166.80 
Paid other branches for exam- 
ining candidates .......... 15.00 5.00 5.00 
Pe eee 10.00 70.00 15.00 
OE 56 Gis ba waded ne sien sie 2,855.28 10.00 256.50 
Quota to General Board...... 2,700.00 oo ae 
er ae 5.01 70.55 
SE SS ee ee 3,260.59 cues 
PMG Ges6 sbkwexnSoun veer $25,570.26 $8,476.37 $2,827.89 
ee Te pets 37.38 51.61 
Per Diems Paid to Members. 
Eastern Branch. 
General Total 
Board. Branch. days. 
ne UD; TROIOW ss nos civic ede cewccsce 10 20 30 
Eg ee 5 25 30 
SATIRE Cocaine wisn suena bee aseine ee 7 23 30 
oO Sk Sb eer 10 20 30 
 WHEMEEUNIR: c:kk5 a wed dwiensicen sax se 4 20 24 
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Middle Branch. 


LPUROR CRE MEUM Conic son biu ck enenuese 7 23 30 
REPT E EEUU: bss dnclgch en wsnebobeses 6 24 30 
RANE EA. UORUNAL 5 asso os can wow sduseens 5 25 30 
PEO ES: CANN a ois sented co's desis yeas 7 23 30 
WRITE CREME oh ks san cus astuswence ae 9 21 30 
Western Branch. 
LL Ce C5): ea rr a ue 7 23 30 
I OS ES eae 8 22 30 
EAD ROUES at ct ale Sirciwe oasis atmclae a 7 23 30 
SE EE RROD os os sisws aise abe se wa 5 21 26 
George Reimann ......... i eating a ates 2 27 29 


Financial Statement of the New York State Board of Pharmacy for 
the Year Ending December 30, 1905. 


Receipts. 

OSV CTS C2 CCR Ly SS gt ae na ee me eee $894.94 
Received from Western Branch (draft of 1904)...... 650.00 
Received from Eastern Branch.........ccsccccccvecs 2,700.00 
ee eer Petre eee oe eee 2.52 

DUAL sina ci cosue inva sad uk eeeeena ses uu cass sous $4,247.46 

Expenditures. 

PEMD SL alta ane ak bbon ea eanecss snes o nao $177.10 
ee, TT ETT eee ee eee 216.50 
ee RR Sere eer Perr rire 10.00 
I MOUND os inh civ ee oS sais eee ase hee 500.00 
Stationery and printing, including office sup- 

plies, stationery, printing of applications 

and certificates of all kinds and examina- 

Coe RUNES Coc. cb wise nteeleeks waleceu. ws 689.46 
SER ONERUNION vas sienna wap weenu shee seus 773.98 
Ep See bh ese ss betas ebasoka base acnsns 120.00 

Per diems paid to members: 

CIRO TD, SEO W 5 onc ns oh 0s cases $50.00 
George GC, BIGKMAR. «........0:000 e050 25.00 
ike a ee 35.00 
eT a oo: || a re 50.00 
PENTA NER NNED 650s en's .0isv0a e090 20.00 
ere 35.00 
OO, ee ee 30.00 
ee Se ss Lt rs 25.00 
PONS a | aa ere ae 35.00 
ibe Pye oa a 45.00 
bE 35.00 
PN | BS er 40.00 
MNO ot cis vse Sind ws brelns Wis Mee Sie 35.00 
PACTOOET OE, NERV: 6 caso weds <dc ewes 25.00 
AFOOT RUT ieee sc vwoweuionwurs 10.00— 495.00 

Members’ traveling and hotel expenses: 
Clarence O. Bigelow...........ssce0. $94.00 
ice OR OD ST 59.00 
WU ERE IND bce van v'w-aie 6s oso ew on'e 74.00 
ch ae a Se | ee 109.00 
OENNTT WUOMINMEIED in. cwii0n ss ca wecees 59.00 
STS CES RUNNIN nc .s onc eeshonase 96.00 
BSR AL RRO si vise escu o2 0005005 5 67.00 
St re 47.50 
SessO0 0S Ne os vn sous sssass cae 72.00 
lest 16 PS, | Selanne 69.00 
WEAES AR OIE os Sn sick sass se ae® 138.00 
St RE NS Sia sss ewe twa we sce 86.00 
St RON BL ls 6s cas chiedas basaewe 72.00 
RECTDOUE Oks MOROVIS is: sip swe 04% we 00e'as 72.00 
IRRODER TROMMRG 6s casein ae seucnee% 70.00—1,179.50 

MN a ew ca Wa eee aonb sas ee ne $4,166.54 

Cash on hand December 30, 1905........ 80.92 

$4,247.46 


WarrREN L. Brant, Secretary-Treasurer. 
THE LABELING OF POISONS IN ORIGINAL PACKAGES. 

A number of communications were read and discussed. The 
question of retailers dispensing original packages of poisonous 
preparations without affixing a poison label to the container 
was settled by permitting retailers to attach the required label 
to the paper wrapper surrounding the bottle or package. An 
opinion bearing on this was obtained from the board’s attorney, 
who decided that the practice, which had prevailed for some 
time with the druggists of the State, was permissible. Another 
matter which engaged the attention of the members was the 
proposed transfer of corrosive sublimate from schedule B to 
schedule A. It developed, however, that the board has no 
authority to take articles from the schedules, so that if cor- 
rosive sublimate were to be included in schedule A it would 











ine 





| 
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still have to remain in schedule B. Among several amendments 
to the pharmacy law which the board will endeavor to get 
through the legislature this year, with the help of the State 
Pharmaceutical Association, this will be one. 


Adulteration and Substitution. 


Dr. George C. Diekman, chairman of the Committee on 
Adulteration and Substitution of the Eastern Branch, submitted 
the following report covering the work performed by his com- 
mittee during the past year: In all 2,746 samples were col- 
lected from pharmacists and others doing business within the 
territory over which this branch of the board has jurisdiction. 
These samples were submitted to the chemist of the branch for 
analyses, and reports on 2,655 samples were received from him, 
91 samples remaining unanalyzed. These samples were col- 
lected ‘by the inspectors of the board from stores located in 
every part of the territory embraced in the Eastern section. In 
each instance a portion of the sample, duly sealed, was left in 
possession of the person from whom purchased. 

A comparison of this report with that for the year 1904 
shows that while a greater number of samples were collected, 
the deviations from the pharmacopeial requirements of 
strength and purity are steadily on the decrease. 

The following detailed tabulation of the results of analyses 
was given: 

Not Number 
Standard. Standard. Examined. 











Tincture of iodine...... ieee: Some 72 584 
Camphor liniment ......... 353 61 414 
Solution of magnesium citrate. 352 49 401 
Chloroform liniment ..... scx0 BO 24 293 
SMpITit Of CAMIPHONs «... e006 252 23 275 
TARCERPC GL OTUICH. 66.666 05:008 220 9 229 
Tincture of benzoin .......... 131 4 135 
ERT MNIDD Gioia sos 6's is SiGe, 0 65 12 76 
PAOPORIN OF TATCAP 6 606 v6isse0s 41 17 58 
BORD UINMMONE 6.06 <i.6s:sis.64:0080 49 + 53 
Solution of hydrogen dioxide. . 42 + 46 
Tincture of nux vomica ...... 21 3 24 
IMCiure OF OPIN 65.6566 acs 9 4 13 
MSSORCE OF GINS’ 2... os esses 13 0 13 
Essence of peppermint ....... 1 0 BA 
Belladonna ointment ......... 12 0 12 
Tincture of cinchona.......... 9 0 9 
PPCUD OF; IMOCAC, 6.2.00 sceeees ‘ rs 0 7 
MONE CT IN) ssi bee a Gola. S58 0.050 (s 0 i" 
AME eames sous ca sa winie sm 3 5 0 5 
MIOURIS: io oalederee ewan 2,370 285 2,655 
Total number of samples collected and analyzed, 2,655 
Total number of samples found standard........ 2,370 
Total number of samples found deficient ........ 285 
BROOM AR <a. S caica a cass sts a sara scalla cate Oates 6 01 6 ata ae carelig 2,655 2,655 


Per cent. of deficient samples, 10.74. ; 
Total number of samples containing wood alcohol, 79, or 2.97 
per cent. of total number analyzed. ( 
Comparison with 1904 Report. 














Per cent. of deficient samples, 1904. ........cccccccccecs 12.63 
sid . = a = MANO Gia ee Re aiaiq nied oie eavevee 10.74 
PGE ON: MIRON Ss a his Soe bas Hele Be Aes eae aW awe 1.89 
Per cent. of samples containing wood alcohol, 1 ao 5.51 
ee 2.97 

PrP OTA, RCP RRC y 5 6:6. 5-6)0.aieis es eis ence tag welewwtwers 2.54 

1 Tincture of iodine, number of samples analyzed.............0005 584 
I ra oo Pk og 40 Oa WH D6 6 ae gobo Wel eeA CRS SUE 72 
ane cI ASIII or s3o ab ie ed WoW Conese 668 # bows were Re aR eRe eR — 

12) “WOOU MICO! ONG WITONBU so cccc kc ec tenseiecetaeesees 10 
TN ee re ee ee 54 
SO eee ee ee ee eer eee eee ee een icy 72 

2 Spirits of camphor, number of samples analyzed................ 275 
ee isc a ws aa ds. 010 54s us 4 4510.5) 4 1d 44 i'-0 rho erbinle 8: Sule a 'e-o 8 23 
Fe EOE CLLR EL ET ELT TCE ee ee ae 

CP Pree. meen OME SEPOUNBEM. ccc ccccccccceccccscaceccese 4 

Se EE NIN og o's. 6.09 Cie: Sa-v.0' 6.5.5 36 65d 6a SECO Sea eae 14 
SN NS 15 a wh a Sista a fond Od wala Tre Aub a re Ook Wise a eae 23 

8 Cream of tartar, number of samples analyzed................0+5 58 


I IRE eo ao a5 9 0's 0.6 91014 6 WE w 6 CEN ED Wi 9 Wieden b¥ 2988 64 17 
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In proceeding against violators of the law for the sale of 
articles below the required standard of strength, the board has 
found that the courts would not sustain it in the contention that 
separate fines could be collected for two or more offenses com- 
mitted in one day. The law at present reads that any person 
violating the section in question shall forfeit $25 “for every 
such violation.” The board will endeavor to secure the in- 
sertion of the words “each and” before every in the words 
previously quoted. It is also contemplated to strike out from 
subdivision 3 of section 196 the words “ knowingly, wilfully or 
fraudulently,” to meet some legal technicality which the board 
has had to contend with in prosecuting offenders. 

An effort is to be made by the board through an amend- 
ment to the law to place wood alcohol among the poisons listed 
in schedule B, there being some conflict of opinion among 
lawyers as to whether the board had power to add wood alcohol 
to the list without authority of the Legislature. 

Doctor Taylor, of the State Education Department, appeared 
before the board and read the minutes of the Ad Interim of the 
pharmacy council of the Board of Regents. The adoption of 
these minutes places Scio College, Ohio, among the recognized 
colleges of pharmacy in this State. The report covered prac- 
tically the same ground as described in the AMERICAN DruGGIstT 
for November 13, 1905, page 276. The business of Monday’s 
session was conducted in two sittings, the first lasting from 
10 till 12 and the second from 2.30 till 5. 


Important Ruling at Tuesday’s Session. 


The board met in the same place on Tuesday at10 a.m. At 
this sitting definite action was taken in the matter of allowing 
druggists to label original packages of poisonous preparations 
by pasting the poison label over the waxed paper wrapper in 
which the package is sent out by the manufacturer. 

STORES MUST BE EQUIPPED WITH THE LATEST PHARMACOPGIA. 

The board adopted a new and important ruling which will 
be known as Rule No. 20. This provides that no store license 
will be issued to any pharmacist applying for the same who 
fails to give satisfactory proof to the board that he is in 
possession of the latest revised edition of the United States 
Pharmacopeia, or of some work which embodies the latest re- 
vised edition of the United States Pharmacopeia in its con- 
tents. 

At the suggestion of Doctor Muir a committee was appointed 
to wait on Governor Higgins, both to pay the respects of the 
board and to get the Governor’s views on the wisdom of intro- 
ducing the proposed amendments to the pharmacy law at this 
session of the legislature. On this committee were appointed 
C. O. Bigelow, William Muir, Willis G. Gregory and Judson B. 
Todd. The committee reported later that the Governor had re- 
ceived them very cordially, showed much interest in their talk 
and assured them that the yfroposed amendments met with his 
approval. One of the amendments not mentioned above pro- 
vides increased remuneration for the members of the board. 
At present members are allowed $5 for each day actually en- 
gaged in the performance of services as a member, and it is 
provided that no member shall receive more than $150 in any 
one year, together with his necessary expenses and disburse- 
ments. By the proposed amendment members shall be entitled 
to $10 per day, the minimum amount allowed to members of 
every other State board. 

Sundry other business of a routine nature was transacted, 
after which the board adjourned to meet with the State Phar- 
maceutical Association in Niagara Falls next year. 


The National Wholesale Druggists’ Association. 
Washington has been selected as the next place for the meet- 
ing of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association and the 
new Willard Hotel as the headquarters. The date chosen is 
the second Tuesday of October. 





Samples purchased from pharmacists. 4: encase aanetvawantslares 30 
Samples purchased from general dealerS...........-eeeeeeeeeee 28 

| ALICE PS ENE Le COREE Le Ee CEE OT 58 
Found deficient (pharmacists).............ccceeceeccceeeeuuees a6 
Found deficient (general dealers).........+.0.00- (60.71 per cent.) 17 
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A NATIONAL LEAGUE OF BUYING CLUBS. 


Representatives of Co-operative Drug Buying Associations Meet 
and Form a National Organization—Disposition Evinced to 
Cultivate Friendly Relations with Manufacturers. 


Representatives of the principal co-operative drug buying as- 
sociations, irreverently known in some quarters as “ buying 
clubs,” came together for a conference in the Hotel Astor, New 
York, on Wednesday evening, January 3. Some ten cities were 
represented and the total attendance was 12. It was purely a 
business meeting and was not either preceded or followed by 
anything in the way of luncheon or dinner. Those present were 
evidently animated by a desire to establish the friendliest rela- 
tions with the proprietary interests, and contrary to what was 
expected by those who had been “ tipped off” about the meet- 
ing, no antagonistic spirit made itself felt during the entire 
proceedings. It was decided to form a national organization of 
co-operative companies and a committee was formed for this 
purpose to report with a constitution and articles of incorpora- 
tion some tifhe during the month. The gratifying announce- 
ment was made that no company which had made a practice 
of selling to cutters or otherwise demoralizing prices would be 
admitted to membership. 

The fact that a meeting was to take place was kept very 
quiet, but many of the wholesale houses were aware of the 
movement. One of the leading wholesale druggists of this city 
said that such a plan was bound to prevail in the end. He 
said there was more of a disposition on the part of the 
manufacturers to deal directly with the consumer, and in some 
instances large houses have issued circulars to the trade an- 
nouncing that a saving of 40 per cent. could be made by dealing 
direct, since they had dispensed with salesmen and had no 
outside expenses. Continuing, he said: “ We are manufacturers 
as well as jobbers, but we experience considerable trouble in 
selling the goods of other houses who compel us to live up to 
their contract, while they at the same time are dealing directly 
with the people whom we are refusing to have any business 
with. A change is bound to come. It may not be for five years 
and it may be longer, but it will come.” 

This shows the feeling of some jobbers. 


THE ILLINOIS PHARMACY LAW EXPOUNDED. 





The Illinois Board Issues an Explanation of the Law—Temporary 
Absence Defined—The Status of the Pharmacopoeia Defined— 
Poison Law Will Be Enforced. 


We print below a copy of a letter which is being sent by 
F. C. Dodds, of Illinois, secretary of the Board of Pharmacy 
of the State of Illinois, to every registered pharmacist in the 
State, calling attention to the provisions of the pharmacy law 
that are not clearly understood by all druggists and other mat- 
ters of importance to them. The letter is being sent out with 
the annual certificates. The letter reads as follows: 

STATE OF ILLINOIS.—BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY. 


To the Registered Pharmacists of Illinois: 

I am directed by the State Board of Pharmacy to call your atten- 
tion to the foliowing provisions of the Pharmacy Law and other matters 
of importance to registered pharmacists. 


TEMPORARY ABSENCE, 


Section 1 provides that every drug store in the State must be under 
the direct charge of a registered pharmacist. A slight exception is 
made in section 6, which provides that any assistant pharmacist shall 
have the right to act as clerk or salesman in a drug store or pharmacy 
during the “temporary absence” of the registered pharmacist. 

The board construes the words “temporary absence” to mean that 
the assistant pharmacist may have charge of the store only while the 
registered pharmacist has gone to his meals. or any other like necessary 
duty requiring no more time than is generally so consumed, 


APPRENTICE REGISTRATION. 


Section 7 of the law is in regard to the registration of apprentices. 
It is as follows: 

“It shall be the duty of registered pharmacists who take into their 
employ an apprentice for the purpose of becoming a pharmacist to re- 
quire said applicant to at once apply to said Board of Pharmacy for 
registration as apprentice, and the said Board of Pharmacy shall have 
the right to require such an examination as shall establish the educa- 
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tional qualifications of the applicant, and the date of experience required 
of applicants for assistant or registered pharamcist shall be computed 
from the date of reyistration as apprentice. The Board of Pharmacy 
shall furnish proper blanks for this purpose and issue a certificate of 
registration as a registered apprentice upon the payment of $2.” 

You will observe that it is the duty of a registered pharmacist who 
takes into his employ an apprentice for the purpose of becoming a 
pharmacist to at once apply to the State Board of Pharmacy for his 
registration as an apprentice. It is also of great interest to the appren. 
tice to become registered at the earliest moment possible, since under 
the law the drug store experience required of applicants for assistant 
pharmacist or registered pharmacist commences with the date of ap- 
prentice registration. 

A certificate as a registered apprentice does not give authority to 
the holder thereof to compound, recommend, dispense or sell drugs, 
medicines or poisons, ercept under the immediate supervision of @ 
registered pharmacist, and must not be construed to empower the holder 
thereof to exercise the duties of a registered pharmacist or assistant 
pharmacist, nor to conduct a drug store during the absence of the 
registered pharmacist. If a registered apprentice is left in charge of a 
drug store it is a clear violation of the pharmacy law. 


EXPOSE YOUR CERTIFICATE, 


Section 8 provides that every certificate of registration shall be 
conspicuously exposed in the pharmacy or drug store to which it ap- 
plies. Any person violating this provision is liable, upon conviction 
thereof, to pay a penalty of not less than $25 nor more than $50. 

This provision applies to the certificate of every registered pharma- 
cist, every assistant pharmacist and every registered apprentice, and 
the board especially requests a proper compliance with it. 

Section 8 also provides that the name of the registered pharmacist 
who conducts a drug store or pharmacy shall be conspicuously displayed 
over the door or department. A proper compliance with this provision 
is also requested. 

LABELS. 


Section 12 refers to labels. It is as follows: 

‘““No person shall sel! at retail any drug. medicine or poison with~ 
out aflixing to the box, bottle, vessel or package containing the same a 
label bearing the name of the article, distinctly shown, with the name 
ane place of business of the registered pharmacist from whom the 
article was obtained: Provided, ncthing in this section shall apply to 
the sale of patent or proprietary medicines when sold in original pack- 
ages, nor with the dispensing of physicians’ prescriptions. Any person 
failing to comply with the requirements of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty of $5 for any and every offense.” 

This means that a printed, written or stamped label or tag must be 
affixed to every box, bottle, vessel or package containing any drug, medi- 
cine or poison. ‘The label or tag should give the name and place of 
a of the registered pharmacist from whom the article was ob- 
tained. 

You will observe that this section does not apply to the sale of: 
patent or proprietary medicines when sold in original packages, nor to. 
the dispensing of physicians’ prescriptions. 


ADULTERATION AND SUBSTITUTION. 
Section 14 refers to adulterations and substitutions and provides a, 


penalty of $50, together with all costs and expenses, for adulterating- 


or altering any drug, medicine, chemical or pharmaceutical preparation, 
or substituting one material for another. 

According to a recent opinion of the Attorney-General of the State,. 
the 1890 edition of the U. S. Pharmacopeia will remain the standard; 


of purity until the 1900 U. S. Pharmacopeia is adopted by legisiative. 


enactment. 

The Board is determined to protect the honest, law-abiding rn mr 
against the unscrupulous competition of the druggists who substitute 
and adulterate their preparations. You have nothing to fear if your 


preparations are according to either the 1890 or 1900 Pharmacopwia.. 


If they are not according to either, you are liable to prosecution. 
COCAINE, 


Section 14b relates to the sale of cocaine. It provides among other- 


things that the certificate of a pharmacist who has been twice convicted 
for its illegal sale shall be revoked. 
The board wants to impress upon you the fact that this provision 


applies to all pharmacists, and that the certificate of a clerk may be. 


revoked the same as the certificate of the proprietor of a drug store. 
POISONS. 


Sections 62 ard 63 of the Criminal Code refer to the sale of poisons, 
These sections are as follows: 

Section 62. “Every druggist or other person who shall sell and 
deliver any arsenic, strychnine, corrosive sublimate, prussic acid or- 
other substance or liquid usually denominated as poisonous, without 
having the word “ Poison” written or printed upon the label attached 
to the phial or parcei in which such drug is contained, or shall sell and 
deliver any drug or medicine other than upon the prescription of a 
physician, without having the name of such drug or medicine printed 
or written upon the label attached to the phial or parcel containing the 
same, shall be fined not exceeding $25.” 

Section 63. “If any druggist or other person sells or gives away 
any arsenic, strychnine, corrosive sublimate or prussic acid, without the 
written prescription of a physician, and fails to keep a record of the date 
of such sale or gift, the article and amount thereof sold or given 
away, and the person to whom delivered, he shall be fined not exceeding 
$50 for each neglect. Whoever purchases any such poison and gives a 
false or fictitious name shall be punished in the same manner.”’ 

Your attention is called particularly to the requirements of the 
above sections. , 

VIOLATIONS OF LAW. 


If you know of any violations of the Pharmacy Law please notify 
the Board of Pharmacy at once. All correspondence concerning viola- 
tions will be regarded as strictly confidential. We are making a deter- 
mined effort to stop violations of the law and need your assistance. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

If you change your address at any time during the year please 
notify this office at once, in order that we may change our registration 
books accordingly and that mai] from this office may reach you 
promptly. 

DEATHS, 
Please notify this office of the death of any registered pharmacist 


or assistant pharmacist occurring within your knowledge during the. 


year, giving the date thereof, if possible. 


Yours respectfully, F. C. Dopps, Secretary. 
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SUITS AGAINST CUTTERS. 





Patis Medicine Company Sues Hegeman Corporation—Wells & 
Richardson Company Proceed Against Abraham & Straus. 





Suit has been brought by the Paris Medicine Company, man- 
afacturer of Laxative Bromo Quinine, to restrain the Hegeman 
Corporation of New York from selling Laxative Bromo Quinine 
at less than the established price. The bill of complaint con- 
tains the usual statements regarding the restraining of the de- 
fendants from corrupting the agents of the plaintiff. The case 
will be tried in the United States Circuit Court for this dis- 
trict and it is expected to be brought to a speedy trial. 

The case of Wells & Richardson Company against Abraham 
& Straus, Brooklyn, was up last week before Judge Thomas in 
the United States Court for Brooklyn, when briefs were sub- 
mitted by the attorneys for the plaintiff and the defendant. 
Frank F. Reed, of Chicago, appeared for Wells & Richardson 
Company and E. Wise submitted a brief in behalf of the de- 
fendants. 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


Virginia Drug Clerks Oppose Measures Favored by the State 
Association. 


The drug clerks holding membership in the Virginia Asso- 
ciation of Registered Drug Clerks, with branches in the cities 
of Richmond, Lynchburg, Manchester, Danville and Ports- 
mouth, are in an angry mood over the proposed amendment to 
the pharmacy law of Virginia drafted by the Virginia Phar- 
maceutical Association, which reads as follows: 


Any registered pharmacist having in his employment and 
under his training a clerk not under 18 years of age, who has 
had at least two years of experience in his drug store, phar- 
macy, or pharmaceutical department and who proposes to qual- 
ify himself as a registered pharmacist, may, by application to 
said board and by offering satisfactory evidence of said clerk’s 
age, experience and purpose, as abdve required, and by paying 
a fee of $5, have the said clerk duly registered as his ap- 
prentice in pharmacy, for a period not exceeding three years 
and for the business of said pharmacist at a place particularly 
designated, and upon such application and evidence the said 
board, making proper record thereof, shall grant to such phar- 
macist a permit authorizing said pharmacist in his discretion 
‘and upon his own responsibility to allow the said clerk, as an 
apprentice in pharmacy for the period and at the place afore- 
said, to be in the sole management and control of the said 
drug store, pharmacy or pharmaceutical department for not 
more than six consecutive days at any one time and for not 
more than 30 days in the aggregate during any year.’ 

The said permit shall be returned to said board for can- 
cellation at the expiration of said three years, or whenever the 
said apprentice before the expiration of said three years shall 
cease to do business for said pharmacist at the said designated 
place, and for the failure to so return to said board the said 
permit, the said pharmacist shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than 
$10 nor more than $100. 


The drug clerks insist that under this amendment it would 
be possible for a druggist who had a negro porter in his 
store for a term of two years to have him registered as an 
apprentice, and they object strenuously to this, saying it would 
be an end to the business so far as a registered white clerk is 
concerned. . 

OPPOSITION TO A PATENT MEDICINE BILL, 

Opposition to the so-called Patent Medicine bill has also 

developed. The text of this bill reads: 


3efore any patent or proprietary medicine may be sold or 
offered for sale in this State the proprietor, owner or seller 
thereof shall make written application to the Board of Phar- 
macy of this State for the privilege, and shall file with said 
board ample specimens or samples of said medicines, an affi- 
davit showing the ingredients of said medicines, with descrip- 
tion of the packages in which it is sold, together with the direc- 
tions and advertisements thereof, if any, and shall pay to said 
board for each medicine a fee of not less than $5 nor more 
than $50, the amount of the fee to be determined by the board 
in its discretion, upon considering the selling price and profita- 


ble sales of said medicine ; and shall obtain from the said board 
a certificate, as provided in the next section of this act, and if 
the same medicine contains alcohol, cocaine, opium or any 
poison, then the said applicant shall file with said board an 
affidavit showing the respective portions of the several in- 
gredients of said medicine. As a further condition of selling 
or offering for sale a patent or proprietary medicine containing 
alcohol, cocaine, opium or any poison, the said board, if it 
deems it best, may require the formula showing the ingredients 
and the proportions thereof to be shown conspicuously by label 
or otherwise on each package of said medicine. 


THE NAVAL HOSPITAL CORPS. 





Review of Its Work During the Past Seven Years—The Surgeon- 
General Recommends Reorganization—Increased Number of 
Warrant Officers Advocated. 


The annual report of the Surgeon-General of the United 
States Navy contains the following interesting references to 
the Naval Hospital Corps: 

The Naval Hospital Corps was authorized by act of Congress 
upproved June 17, 1898, and has existed as an organization for 
seven years. During this period much has been accomplished 
in securing to the service a competent and eflicient body of 
men. The desire of the bureau has been to secure for service 
in this corps, which forms a part of the enlisted force of the 
havy, men of sobriety, reliability, and intelligent aptitude, and 
it is gratifying to report the fact that the work and conduct of 
the corps is commendable. 

During the past year demands for the detail of members 
of the corps for duty at naval hospitals, dispensaries, naval 
stations, marine detachments, recruiting offices, and for serv- 
ice on board vessels in commission have been met with con- 
siderable embarrassment, and there should be material in- 
crease in the number of these grades to supply the needs of 
the service. Careful study of the present condition of the 
hospital corps and of the future needs of the service has satis- 
fied the bureau that in order to place it in efficient condition, 
and to retain in the service desirable men in the lower ratings 
for a longer period than one enlistment, it is imperatively 
necessary to effect a reorganization whereby greater induce- 
ments than the law now permits may be offered. It is dis- 
couraging to note that very few of the men in the two lower 
ratings enlist for a second term. 

PERSONNEL OF THE CORPS. 


At present the corps is.composed of 25 pharmacists, 207 
hospital stewards, 240 hospital apprentices, first class, and 264 
hospital apprentices. The pay allowed by present law for the 
hospital stewards is $60 per month; for hospital apprentices, 
first class, $80, and for hospital apprentices, $20. Unless there 
is a reasonable prospect for advancement with increase of pay 
for the men, particularly for those in the ratings of hospital 
apprentice, and hospital apprentice, first class, it will be 
impossible to keep the corps recruited with desirable, ex- 
perienced and trained men. 

TRAINED NURSES. 

The hospital apprentice, first class, represents the trained 
nurse of the navy, and he, after being qualified for this rating, 
is not satisfied with the pay given, and usually will not re- 
main in the service unless further promotion before the ex- 
piration of the term of his enlistment to the higher rating of 
hospital steward, with attendant increase of pay, is assured, 
but will seek the more lucrative employment and greater com- 
forts of life to be found ashore. The result is that the trained 
men are not held for the service, and under existing condi- 
tions it will be impossible to secure permanently for the medi- 
eal establishment of the navy a thoroughly competent nursing 
staff of men. 

UNJUST DISCRIMINATION. 


The pay of hospital stewards having been fixed by the act 
of Congress organizing the hospital corps, the men of this 
rating are deprived of the benefits of the executive order of 
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June 26, 1903, increasing the pay of all other chief petty of- 
ficers of the navy who have qualified after examination for 
permanent appointment. ‘Thus placed at a disadvantage, as 
compared with other chief petty officers of the service, hospital 
stewards are dissatisfied. Moreover, as the number in the 
grade of pharmacist is limited to 25, the chance of promotion 
to the warrant grade for any individual is very small. It is 
apparent that the inducements offered are not sufficient to 
eause the most desirable members of the hospital corps to 
remain permanently attached to the naval service. Unless re- 
organization is effected a permanent corps of trained men will 
not be secured. The number of pharmacists allowed by law 
is 25, and with this small number there is little hope for the 
more ambitious and useful men in the lower ratings to secure 
ultimate advancement to the warrant grade. 

NO HOPE FOR COMMISSIONS. 

Moreover, the pharmatists are placed at a disadvantage in 
reference to other warrant officers of the Navy, as there exists 
no provision for their promotion to commissioned rank, as 
obtains for other warrant officers of the navy. Thus hampered 
by unsatisfactory provisions of the law, it long since became 
apparent to the bureau that it is idle to expect to retain in 
the hospital corps the men who have been carefully trained 
for service requirements and whose attachment to the service 
was most desirable and necessary in the care and treatment 
of the sick. 

The bureau, in the two preceding annual reports and on 
other occasions, has earnestly represented that it was neces- 
sary to reorganize and increase the efficiency of the hospital 
corps, and these recommendations have met with the approval 
of the department, which has urgently recommended favorable 
action thereon by Congress. After thorough investigation of 
the subject, a favorable report was submitted by the Naval 
Committee of the House on a bill incorporating the recom- 
mendations of the bureau, but it failed of consideration and 
final action during the last Congress. The necessity for the 
reorganization of the hospital corps, heretofore recommended, 
still exists, and the bureau again earuestly recommends that 
request be made for prompt consideration of this important 
matter by Congress, as it is vital to the efficiency of the medical 
establishment of the navy. 

REORGANIZATION BILL APPROVED BY THE SURGEON-GENERAL. 

An organization that will meet present needs and permit 
of ready expansion in the event of war and secure an efficient 
hospital corps for the navy, is, in the opinion of the bureau, 
provided for in House bill No. 12646, third session, Fifty-eighth 
Congress, which contains the following provisions: 


First, that the hospital corps of the navy shall consist of 
chief pharmacists; pharmacists; chief baymen; baymen, first 
class; baymen, second class, and baymen apprentices. Second, 
that the number of chief pharmacists and pharmacists on the 
active list shall not exceed 50 in all, the chief pharmacists and 
pharmacists to be appointed by the President and have the 
status of warrant officers, and that the provisions of law regu- 
lating the promotion, pay and allowances, and rights of war- 
rant officers set forth in Section 12 of the act approved March 
3, 1899, known as the “personnel act,” shall extend to and 
include all chief pharmacists and pharmacists of the hospital 
corps. Also that vacancies in the grade of pharmacists shall 
be filled from men holding the rating of chief baymen, subject 
to such examination as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Navy, and that no pharmacist shall be promoted to the rank 
of chief pharmacist until he shall have passed an examination 
as to his mental, moral, physical and professional fitness, be- 
fore a board of officers, in accordance with regulations pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Navy. Third, that as many 
chief baymen, baymen, first class, baymen, second class, and 
baymen apprentices shall be enlisted as, in the judgment of the 
secretary of the navy, may be necessary, and that enlisted 
men of the navy and marine corps shall be eligible for trans- 
fer to the hospital corps. Fourth, that all necessary hospital 
and ambulance service at naval hospitals, naval stations, navy 
yards, and marine barracks, and on vessels of the navy and 
fish commission, shall be performed by members of the hos- 
pital corps, and that the corps shall be permanently attached 
to the medical department of the navy and shall be included in 
the effective strength of the navy and be counted as part of 
the enlisted force provided by law, to be subject to the rules 
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for the government of the navy. Fifth, that the pay of chief 
baymen shall be $70 per month, except when serving under 
acting appointments, when it shall be $60 per month; for 
baymen, first class, $50 per month; for baymen, second class, 
$35 per month, and for baymen apprentices $20 per month, 
with such an increase on account of length of service as is 
allowed other enlisted men of the navy, and that all benefits 
given by existing law or that shall hereafter be allowed to 
other warrant officers and enlisted men of the navy shall here- 
after be allowed in the same manner to warrant officers and 
enlisted men of the hospital corps of the navy. 


BUSINESS METHODS IN NEW ENGLAND. 


Recollections of a Summer’s Trolley Tour—Painting the Town— 
Effect of the Trolley on Advertising Methods. 


(Special Correspondence.) 

The electric roads with which this country is so thickly 
gridironed afford an easy, rapid and pleasant means of observ- 
ing the business methods pursued in sparsely settled districts 
by the drug trade. Such an opportunity was an interesting in- 
cident in a summer’s holiday, during which a portion of the 
line running between Lewiston and Bath, Maine, was tra- 
versed. While the stocks of country stores and those of some 
small cities would perhaps not pass muster in the large centers, 
yet the side lines and outside issues are not more numerous 
than those of the modern city establishments, and for the dol- 
lars the city chap cannot excel his country brother in keenness. 

PAINT POT AND BRUSH. 


At Lisbon Walter S. Cole, registered pharmacist, looks after 
the welfare of the inhabitants of that town with a varied stock 
well adapted to country needs. On the trip from Lisbon Falls 
to Brunswick it was in evidence by various landscape disturb- 
ances that some of the druggists at the latter place had confi- 
dence in the paint pot and brush, for such signs as “ Deprean’s 
Pharmacy ” and “ Deprean’s Reliable Drug Store, Brunswick, 
Maine,” were noticed. The public was also admonished to “ Go 
to Wilson’s Pharmacy, Brunswick, Maine.” Arriving at Bruns- 
wick, both of these stores, judging from outside appearances, 
were neatly arranged. The Wilson establishment looked as 
though recently from the painter’s hand and bore many signs 
calling attention to the “reliable” specialties. P. J. Meserve 
has on a prominent corner of the same street on which the 
above stores are located an establishment of inviting ap- 
pearance. 

AN ENTERPRISING ADVERTISER IN BATH. 

Proceeding from Brunswick to Bath one who attempts to 
read all of the drug signs will find ocular excitement galore 
and at the same time be impressed with the thought that a 
certain Dougherty of Bath is attempting to corner all of the 
fences, ledges and trees by the wayside. But in this effort Mr. 
Dougherty is not alone, for other Bath druggists are engaged in 
the same publicity game; the former’s output and put-up is, 
however, most extensive—in fact, he seems insatiable. To him 
the thoroughfare traversed by the electrics have limitations 
and when the cars approach the steam railroad lines it is noted 
that the fences belonging to the latter corporation bear Dough- 
erty’s handiwork. For fence, store and board signs he evi- 
dently believes in black background and white for letters. He 
also uses tin signs tacked on trees, the background being yel- 
low and the lettering black. Here are some of the Dougherty 
signs which he who runs (or rides) may read: “Trade with 
Dougherty, the Drug Man,” “ Dougherty’s Drug Store” and the 
above with the addition ‘“ Honest Goods”; “Trade with the 
People—Dougherty’s Drug Store”; “ Dougherty’s Up-to-Date 
Store’; “ Dougherty for Low Prices”; “ Dougherty, the Lead- 
ing Drug Man”; “ Bath’s Leading Druggist, Dougherty,” with 
the Hub baseball localism, “ ’Nuf ced.” Upon some of the small 
wooden signs used by Mr. Dougherty a small mortar and pestle 
are painted, and these read: “ Dougherty Prescriptions Careful- 
ly Compounded.” A. Hallet & Co. also use roadway signs to a 
marked extent. They choose blue and white for colors and the 
mortar and pestle figure extensively in their signs. One sign 
reads: “A Hallet & Co., Bath Maine. Everything the latest. 
Patent Medicines.” Another states: “Graduates in Pharmacy, 
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A. Hallet & Co.” One sign was a round wooden affair, with 
the inevitable blue background and white letters. 

Swett & Co. is:another firm using this idea and some of the 
signs are of the shape of a large wooden mortar. This appears 
upon one: “ Swett & Co., Prescriptions, Books and Stationery.” 

Webber, also of Bath, is not wholly devoted to inconspicu- 
ousness, for as the car dashed down a slope it was noticed that 
the green of the opposite hillside was disturbed by a dash of 
brown which bore the information that there were ‘“ Drugs at 
Webber’s, 94 Front Street, Bath, Maine.” 

The extent to which this method of advertising is carried is 
no doubt due to the advent of electricity as a means of loco- 
motion, which with the frequent trips and low fares makes 
the city easily and cheaply accessible to the country resident, 
thereby greatly increasing the population from which the drug- 
gists can draw revenue. 


THE SIGNS OF BATH. 


Bath has a population of approximately 10,000. One of the 
first stores noted on Front street was that of Leonard & Mitch- 
ell, “ pharmacists.” Swett & Co., “ drugs and medicines,” were 
nearby. This store bore an abundance of yellow and black 
signs and an attempt was being made to push sales of soda 
water and root beer. Before one window a sidewalk display 
of periodicals was being made. Attention is directed to an- 
other store by a marble slab in the brick sidewalk, in which is 
chiseled “ A. Hallet & Co., Pharmacy.” The proprietor of this 
establishment is F. C. Cox, Ph.G. (M. C. P., ’89), and one of his 
clerks is the genial W. C. Temple, an M. C. P. student of a few 
years ago. “ John D. Foster & Co.,’” “ Foster’s Drug Store; Pre- 
scriptions Accurately Dispensed,” are signs to be noted on an- 
other store. ‘“‘ Anderson’s Drug Store” has the “ Agency for 
Huyler’s Chocolates and Bon-Bons.” Webber’s drug store is an- 
other establishment also on Front street. At Webber’s drug 
store a drive on cigars, tobacco and patents was being made. 
That of David T. Dougherty is on one’of the principal streets 
running back from the Kennebec. Mr. Dougherty is a Ph.G. of 
the M. C. P. brand. On his store appears “ Prescription Phar- 
macist and Drugman.” He was featuring his soda drinks by 
attractive fountain signs. 

The window displays were characterized by sameness and 
an absence of anything unique. Package cigars and patent medi- 
cines were predominating features. A window of one store 
was devoted to an exhibit from a correspondence school. The 
window shows did not keep pace with the roadside energy 
above noted. 


Severe Examinations. 


We have had some complaints from different sections of the 
State, says the Midland Druggist, in regard to the rigid ex- 
aminations of the State Board of Pharmacy. At the last ex- 
amination of the Ohio board, out of a class of 118 applicants 
only 10 were granted certificates. The burden of the complaint 
from the trade is that their apprentices are becoming dis- 
couraged because of their failure to pass the examinations and 
are quitting the business, and that such severe tests are not 
any more necessary now than 5, 10 or 15 years ago. 

Without any wish to criticise our friends we are compelled 
to take exception to this statement. It is the consensus of opin- 
ion that no art, trade or profession has taken greater strides 
forward or been more thoroughly revolutionized than has that 
of pharmacy during the last 12 or 15 years—and the end is not 
yet. 

With these changes in the very life of the profession has 
come the necessity for higher standards in the laws regulating 
the practice of pharmacy, and what is more important, higher 
standards of education. So keenly has this necessity been felt 
that a prerequisite law has been passed in several States, the 
general requirements have been raised in many others, and still 
others are contemplating similar steps in the near future. 

If the profession demands a higher education, how cau the 
result be secured other than by raising the entrance require- 
ments of colleges and State boards? How could the State 


boards show that their applicants possessed the necessary: 
qualifications in any other way than by a rigid test? 

Perhaps the greatest change has taken place in the chem- 
istry of our pharmaceuticals, and this branch seems to be the. 
stumbling block of the applicant in his examinations. The 
average druggist may say that advanced chemistry is not neces- 
sary in the drug store now, since the larger proportion of drugs. 
and chemicals come into the drug store ready for the pre- 
scription. This is all true enough so far as the manufacture. 
of the chemicals is concerned, but if the clerk has not the 
necessary qualifications to understand the chemistry of these 
various preparations is he competent to fill a physician’s pre- 
scription for them? Is he to be trusted to do the compounding 
—avoiding incompatibles—and to correct the errors likely to 
creep into the busy physician’s prescription? Were these ex- 
aminations made lax or the method of grading less careful 
and the country flooded with a lot of incompetent clerks the 
first to decry such a state of affairs would be the proprietors 
of retail drug stores. 

It is true the securing of competent clerks in this State has. 
become very difficult. The really competent men are being re- 
tained in their present positions by more attractive salaries, 


and with the number of registered men not located actually less. 


than formerly it simply leaves the proprietor to employ as- 
sistants and apprentices, many of whom are neither morally 
nor mentally fit for the business. 


If the advanced requirements of State boards and colleges. 


can be made the means for weeding out such men from the 
profession and the interval of a year or two can be tided 
over until the colleges can turn out the requisite number of men 
fully competent to pass the rigid examinations of State boards 


the reformation of another side of the business will have been. 


completed. 











DR. ALEXANDER TSCHIRCH, 


Vice-President of the Swiss Pharmacopeia Revision Committee. 


Dr. Tschirch, whose scholarly work on the medicinal and economie 
plants of India is well-known to pharmacognoscists, delivered an ad- 
dress on “ The Pharmacopeia as the Mirror of Its Time" at the last 
meeting of the Swiss Apothecaries’ Society, and in sending a copy of 
it to the AMERICAN DruaaristT he inclosed a recent portrait of himself, 
which we have pleasure in reproducing herewith for the benefit of the 
many admirers of his work in the ranks of pharmacy. 
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New Year's Luncheon at the New York Drug and Chemical Club.—The 
Western Wing. 


David E. Green Goes with Seabury & Johnson. 


It was rumored in the drug market last week that S. H. 
Black, of Bauer & Black, had left Chicago and formed a con- 
nection with the firm of Seabury & Johnson and that David 
Ix. Green, jr., a son-in-law of Mr. Seabury, was to assume the 
general management of the firm with the opening of the year. 

When George J. Seabury was seen by a representative of 
the AMERICAN DrucGist in regard to this rumor he denied 
that Mr. Black was to join the firm, branding it as a false- 
hood. “ Not while I have anything to say in the matter,” he 
added, bringing his jaws together with a snap in his emphatic 
way. As to Mr. Green, Mr. Seabury said that he had been 
contemplating taking on Mr. Green in some administrative 
capacity for some time past, but there were obstacles in the 
way. “While Mr. Green’s father was alive I counseled him 
to stick to the gum business and assist his father in its man- 
agement,” said Mr. Seabury, “and now that his father is 
dead and it has been decided to discontinue the gum business 
he is free to come with us as a member of the managing staff 
under my direction.” Mr. Seabury said that additional help 
was needed in the office as the business was constantly ex- 
panding and several of the staff had been overworked of late. 





An Almond Trust. 

The United States Consul at Malaga, Spain, reports that a 
syndicate which will probably control the almond market has 
been formed by the seven principal Malaga exporters. The syn- 
dicate will have to do only with the purchase of the almonds 
from the growing districts and will not intervene with respect 
to the ultimate sales to European and American buyers. Each 
local exporting house will retain its identity and business will 
be conducted along lines followed in past seasons. The pur- 
pose of the trust is to reduce first-cost prices and to eradicate 
certain alleged abuses heretofore practised by local speculators 
and brokers. 


What It Was They Heard. 


On a recent visit to Baltimore, Bishop Rowe of Alaska told 
the following good story: “I had recently to make a visit to 
a tribe of Indians far from the places where the white men go. 
Only a very few of the tribe had ever seen white men. One of the 
members of our party had with him a phonograph. He thought 
it would amuse the Indians, and so brought it out. They 
gathered around it in wonder, and spent some time looking at it 
from every direction. At last the old chief got down on his 
knees and peered into it. He raised himself, threw his arm 
out with a sweeping gesture and said, ‘Ugh! canned white 
man.’ ’"—Harper’s Magazine. 


New Year's Luncheon at the New York Drug and Chemical Club.—The 
Southern Wing. 


The Farewell Banquet of the Drug Club. 


The final festival occasion of the Drug Club—or more ac- 
curately speaking the Drug and Chemical Club—in its old 
quarters took the form of a special luncheon on Saturday, De- 
cember 30. The rooms were appropriately decorated with 
Christmas greens and were filled to overflowing with members 
who enjoyed thoroughly the excellent music, which was fur- 
nished by a Mexican orchestra, as well as the luncheon itself. 
After luncheon a very interesting vaudeville entertainment was 
given on a temporary stage, erected in a room adjoining the 
Drug Club in the new building. The prospects of the club are 
brighter than ever, and it is expected when it moves into its 
new quarters, which will be much more commodious than those 
now occupied, the rooms will be quite as well filled as at pres- 
ent. The members of the Entertainment Committee are to 
be congratulated upon the eminent success of the last function 
of the club in its old quarters. We present herewith two views 
of the members at luncheon. 


DIED. 


CaLKiIns.—In Elmira, N. Y., on Tuesday, December 12, 
William H. Calkins, in the seventy-first year of his age. 

DrRUMMOND.—In Massies Mill, Va., on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 20, D. Aubrey Drummond, in the thirty-sixth year of 
his age. 

Dwyer.—In Ansonia, Conn., on Sunday, December 24, Ed- 
ward J. Dwyer. 

GriFFitH.—In Oil City, Pa., on Tuesday, December 26, 
Frederick T. Griffith, in the thirty-ninth year of his age. 

Prout.—In New Orleans, La., on Wednesday, December 20, 
Dr. William David Prout, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. 

Sanpt.—In Martin’s Creek, Pa., on Saturday, December 23, 
Warren Sandt, in the thirtieth year of his age. 

SmitH.—In Easthampton, Mass., on Friday, December 22, 
Charles J. Smith, in the seventy-first year of his age. 

Srortk.—In Dayton, Tenn., on Sunday, December 17, John 
M. Storie, in the thirty-ninth year of his age. 


J. B. KENNARD. 


J. B. Kennard, one of the oldest and most popular pharma- 
cists in South Baltimore, Md., was stricken with paralysis on 
November 24 and died December 5 at his home, 1137 Light 
street. He was found lying on the floor in a semiconscious 
condition by a patron and did not fully regain his senses. Mr. 
Kennard was born in Delaware, but had lived in this city nearly 
50 years. The drug store at the address given had been con- 
ducted by him for about 25 years. At the beginning of the 
Civil War he offered his services as a pharmacist to the Con- 
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federate army and served through the conflict. It is said that 

during .the last three years of his life he never left the store 

for any purpose except to enter the dwelling part of the house. 

He was especially popular with the children of the neighbor- 

hood. His second wife and three children by the first survive. 
HERMAN BEHRENS. 

Herman Behrens, president of the Behrens Drug Company, 
Waco, Texas, died in that city December 17, after a short ill- 
ness. He was born in Germany in 1852 and was thus in the 
fifty-fourth year of his age. He was connected with the drug 
business in Paris, Texas, for several years before he removed 
to Waco. In Waco he formed a partnership with a Mr. 
Moser, the firm name being Behrens & Moser. The Behrens 
Drug Company was formed in 1891 and Mr. Behrens was made 
president, an office which he held up to the time of his death. 
The deceased is survived by his wife and daughter, an aged 
mother and two brothers and one sister who make their home 
in Germany. 


Greater New York News. 


Ira M. Clark, the local representative of the Paris Medicine 
Company, has returned to New York after a visit to headquar- 
ters in St. Louis. Mr. Clark is stopping at the Herald Square 
Hotel. 

J. I. Maggio, Phar.D., has purchased the pharmacy at 507 
Spring street, West Hoboken, N. J., and will conduct it as the 
Red Cross Drug Store. The store has been entirely restocked 
and it is Dr. Maggio’s intention to cultivate a prescription trade 
especially, though he is alive to the advertising value of staple 
articles and advertises these at low figures. 

F. W. Fink, formerly a partner in the firm of Lehn & Fink, 
this city, spent a few days in New York last week. On Wednes- 
day, January 3, he made a final trip to the West to settle his 
business affairs there preparatory to removing Hast again. 
Mr. Fink intends to take up his residence in New York as 
soon as he is able to dispose of his business interests in 
Wisconsin,, 


The pharmacy of I. Leaf, at 449 Nepperhan avenue, Yonk- 
ers, N. Y., has passed into the possession of Robert Jacobson, 
who has had charge of the prescription department of the Lib- 
erty Pharmacy in Yonkers for several years past. Mr. Jacobson 
has put in a new stock of drugs and chemicals and made a 
number of other improvements calculated to make his phar- 
macy a popular one. 


An important meeting of the Westchester County Pharma- 
ceutical Association is scheduled to take place Wednesday, Jan- 
uary 10. The headquarters of this association are in Yonkers 
and it is here that the meeting will be held. Some startling de- 
velopments are expected. It is announced quietly that the 
members of the eastern branch of the State Board of Phar- 
macy have been invited to attend the meeting and explain some 
actions of theirs to which the druggists of Westchester County 
have taken exception. 


Dr. R. G. Eccles, accompanied by his wife, expects to start 
in July for two tours around the world. The first takes in 
Manchuria, Japan, Corea, China, Philippine Islands, Siam, 
Burmah, India, Ceylon, Egypt, Holy Land, Turkey, Greece, 
Morocco, Spain and Portugal, to Great Britain, where he will 
arrive in July, 1907. From a point in the British Isles he will 
make his start for his second tour, which takes in Central 
Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Van Dieman’s Land and South 
America. He will return to New York July, 1908. 


A meeting of the General Committee of the Metropolitan 
Association of Retail Druggists will be held this evening at the 
College of Pharmacy, 115 West Sixty-eighth street. This com- 
mittee is composed of the New York district leaders in the 
N. A. R. D. organization and the meeting is preliminary to the 
annual meeting of the association, which takes place next Fri- 
day. At this meeting officers will be elected for the ensuing 
year and considerable business of direct importance to the re- 
tail druggists of New York will be transacted. A cordial invi- 


tation has been extended to the members of the local associa- 
tions and the trade generally to attend, and it is hoped the 
meeting will be a large and enthusiastic one. 


Lehn & Fink to Build. 

Lehn & Fink, wholesale druggists and manufacturing 
chemists, 120 William street, New York, have been compelled, 
by increasing business, to secure additional premises to serve 
as a laboratory and drug mill, and a plot of ground has been 
secured on Irving street, between Columbus and Van Brunt 
avenues, South Brooklyn, on which a warehouse and factory 
of fireproof construction with modern equipment will be 
erected. The removal of the laboratory from William street 
will give the firm increased warehouse facilities there and af- 
ford increased room for the different departments. The new 
buildings will comprise one of 4 stories for the manufacture 
of chemicals and pharmaceuticals, one of 2 stories to contain 
the engines, boilers, dynamos and drug mills and a third 
building of 4 stories to accommodate the perfumery depart- 
ment, packing rooms, storage, etc. The factory will be con- 
venient and easily accessible to the wharfs and steamship 
lines, as it is situated midway between South Ferry and Ham- 
ilton Ferry, about a block from the New York Dock Company’s 
terminal. 


** Syd.’’ Carragan Guest of Honor. 

Sydney H. Carragan, manager of the traveling force of the 
Eastern branch of Parke, Davis & Co., was the guest of honor 
at a dinner party the Saturday before Christmas at which 
he was presented with a handsome scarf pin consisting of an 
Oriental pearl surrounded with diamonds. The affair came 
off at the New York Drug and Chemical Club and the pre- 
sentation speech was made by W. P. Rich, one of the firm’s 
New Jersey representatives, who lauded Mr. Carragan in the 
most eloquent terms. Frank Cuddy, one of the New York City 
representatives, acted as toastmaster and he made so many 
humorous allusions as to disconcert Mr. Rich, who forgot the 
lines of his presentation speech in laughing at Mr. Cuddy’s 


NANNANSASN 





Sydney H. Carragan at His Desk. 

sallies. Mr. Carragan had arranged to leave for his former 
home in Saratoga on the 3.40 o’clock train the same afternoon, 
but the dinner was prolonged until 6 o'clock and it was twenty- 
four hours later before he could get away. Mr. Carragan is 
keeping bachelor hall at present with one of his sons, as Mrs. 
Carragan is enjoying herself in Europe. She started on the 
return voyage on January 3, sailing in the S. S. Baltie of 
the White Star line. During her stay abroad she visited the 
British Isles and the Continent of Europe, spending the last 
fortnight very pleasantly in Paris. 
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A Substaotial Business Doing in Holiday Goods—The New U. 
S. P. and the State Laws—A Successful Woman Pharmacist. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Cleveland, January 5.—Retail druggists in this city have 
been doing a good holiday business and believe the next 
three weeks will be busy ones. There is an exceptionally good 
demand for novelties and ail the goods which drug houses 
carry for the holiday trade. This applies to stores in the resi- 
dence district as well as those in the downtown section. In 
the regular drug line they report conditions good in every way. 
While there has not been an abnormal amount of sickness in 
the city the fall weather, with all its changes, has made a good 
sale for drugs. Patents are doing very well and the prescrip- 
tion business is very satisfactory. 

That druggists in the smaller towns of the State are doing 
well is attested by the liberal orders received at the wholesale 
houses. So far as the holiday goods go these are largely filling 
in, but in the regular trade the demand has been good. It is 
believed that the aggregate of business transacted over the 
territory covered from Cleveland will be larger than a year ago, 
although that was considered a good year. 

A WOMAN PHARMACIST. 

The Standard Drug Company some time ago published a 
picture of Miss M. Louise Carroll, their pharmacist, in the 
store in the Schofield Building, with an article regarding rarity 
of women pharmacists. Miss Carroll graduated at the Cleve- 
land School of Pharmacy in the class of 1896, and has had 
several years’ practical experience. Miss Carroll’s presence as 
a prescription pharmacist is said to have attracted much busi- 
ness to the new store. 

OHIO NEWS NOTES. 

A. F. Conrad has purchased the Woodland Park Pharmacy, 
1007 Kinsman street, this city. 

W. H. Tissot, formerly of Wellington, has succeeded E. C. 
Linden at the corner of Balton avenue and Prospect street. 

Isa Leist, formerly of Napoleon, Ohio, has purchased the 
store of G. W. Glines on Franklin Circle. 

J. P. Emrich, a druggist at Nottingham, just east of Cleve- 
land, has been elected Mayor of the village. 

The Owl Drug Company, of Defiance, has been incorporated 
with a capital stock of $10,000 by W. S. Shelly, R. W. Wort- 
man, S. F. Shelly, C. M. Harrison and H. R. Dithner. 

The Gleim & Selzer Drug Company, of Cleveland, has been 
incorporated by John C. Gleim, Eugene R. Selzer, Calvin Haas, 
H. A. Beckett and L. M. McGrath, to take over the business 
of the firm of Gleim & Selzer, who owned a store on the Public 
Square and one on Superior street. The capital stock is 


$40,000. 


North Carolina Board of Pharmacy. 

At a meeting of the North Carolina Board of Pharmacy, held 
in Raleigh, November 21, 1905, the following named candidates 
for license to practice pharmacy passed successful examina- 
tions: H. M. Bell, Windsor; Warren H. Biggs, Williamston ; 
M. N. Bogart, Washington; Walter Buhmann, Greensboro; J. 
E. Burton, High Point; E. S. Cook, Goldsboro; J. S. Hall, Fay- 
etteville; S. P. Fletcher, Harrisonburg, Va.; H. M. Harper, 
Richmond, Va.; A. K. Hardee, Benson; W. A. Jetton, Davidson ; 
Dr. A. A. Kent, Lenoir; T. G. Levister, Raleigh; G. F. McGee, 
Greensboro; J. M. Monger, Sanford; E. G. Mullen, Charlotte; 
L. G. O’Brien, Winston; R. H. Parker, Durham; E. ¥. Redding, 
Asheboro; C. A. Ring, High Point; R. B. Suggs, Belmont; J. 
N. Thomas, Warrenton; F. L. White, Mebane; J. H. Eaton 
(colored), Winston; F. W. McNair (colored), Greensboro. 

The next meeting of the board will be held at Wrightsville, 


June 12, 1906, at 9 a. M. 


Indicative Faces. 
Physiognomists are agreed that where affections of the 
brain exist the upper third of the face is altered in appear- 
ance, in diseases of the chest the middle third, in diseases of 


the abdominal region the lower third. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Business for the Holidays Satisfactory—Buffalo College to Drop 
Age Limit for Graduates—Expanston of the Drug Merchants’ 
Exchange—Depressing Effects of Good Weather. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, January 5.—The holiday season was as kind to 
the Buffalo retail druggist as it has been of late. The big 
trade in specialties not drugs that used to be a great part of 
the business of the end of the year, is no longer looked for, so 
nobody is disappointed. There is always an increase of the 
sale of perfumes, candies and the like, and that is about the 
extent of the holiday trade since the major portion of it was 
snatched away from the druggist by the department store a 
dozen or more years ago. The year has been a fair one, bet- 
ter than the year before, and the promise is of some further 
improvement the present year, if only because the price cutter 
is not raging at present and promises to remain quiet for a 
while. As a rule the legitimate trade of the druggist is in- 
creasing, not because there is more sickness, but—except with 
the poor, who can go to the dispensary—medicines, especially 
of a certain sort, are something of a luxury and so regarded. 


DO NOT NEGLECT THE SHOW WINDOW. 


The calculating druggist is always a man of whom the 
trade can learn something. One of the Buffalo retailers who 
always knows at the end of the month how many prescrip- 
tions he has made up and how much has been sold generally 
and tries to learn the reason for any increase or falling off. 
said the other day that he was at a loss to know why a neigh- 
bor retailer of his never made any use of his windows for dis- 
jlay. The store was on a corner and well situated for any- 
thing of the sort, yet the windows were made a mere catch-all 
for this or that. “My window space is small,’ said he, “ and 
yet we lately made a display of cough drops in one window 
and in three days sold 200 quarter-pound packages of them, 
not to mention a stack of 5-cent chocolates which were put in 
there also.” The retail druggist in a big city is very much cir- 
cumscribed, but he is not entirely shut away from the streets, 
and his grasp of the whole situation ought to be complete. 


AGE LIMIT ON GRADUATION MAY BE DROPPED. 


The Buffalo College of Pharmacy is on the point of drop- 
ping the age limit in the matter of graduation. It was bor- 
rowed from the medical colleges, apparently, and there was 
once a good reason for it, as a diploma was all that was re- 
quired to practice, but now the State requires a further exam- 
ination in each case and fixes the age limit itself, so 
there is no, need of the college withholding a diploma any 
longer. The authorities are agreed that it is useless. 


DRUG MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE DEVELOPING A BIG BUSINESS. 


The Buffalo Drug Merchants’ Exchange has been called to- 
gether to provide an increase of capital, which means that 
there are more druggists seeking membership with no stock to 
turn over to them. The plan makes every member a stock- 
holder, and forbids the sale of the individual stock to any but 
the company. In case a member withdraws from the com- 
pany, dies or goes out of business, his stock is at once bought 
by the company. Nobody is eligible to membership but retail 
druggists, and even these are ruled out if they do a jobbing 
business also. The company has been so successful that it has 
brought practically all the Buffalo retailers into line, besides 
quite a good many outside of the city. The capital stock has 
been only $15,000, but will probably be doubled now. This very 
modest beginning has surprised everybody by its capacity for 
growth, and the members now see in it the nucleus of a big 
jobbing house under a reorganization and ample stock in the 
not very distant future. Before this can be done the plan of 
operation will have to be changed, especially as no sales are 
now made to nonmembers. Buffalo has not been successful in 
its effort to multiply wholesale drug stores, and this may be 
the way of doing it. 

















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


GOOD WEATHER A BAD THING—FOR SOME. 

It is odd that there should be so much difference in the 
drug business owing to- mere locality in a single town. The 
outlying member of the trade is now complaining that the 
weather was too good through the holidays, so that the peo- 
ple all went down for everything, buying their drugs and medi- 
cines with the rest. The single-line dealers, as the outlying 
druggists call themselves, always suffer whenever there is an 
even chance of getting into the big stores, but let the weather 
turn hot or stormy and the thin wall thus built up between the 
center and the suburbs is very plainly visible. 

THE BUFFALO DRUGGISTS’ BOWLING CLUB 
is still meeting with unusual success, but the word is that there 
is plenty of enjoyment at home yet, and no effort has been 
made to try titles with any other clubs. One member says 
that the boys have not got their eye on the alley yet, as they 
should to make it easy for them to down other bowlers, so 
they will spend some time yet getting into form. They usually 
come out ahead when they get ready to play. 

THE NATIONAL CIGAR STANDS COMPANY. 

The Buffalo retail druggists are considerably interested in 
the effort of the National Cigar Stands Company to establish 
itself in the city. The cigar cases are distributed by the Ca- 
hoon-Lyon Drug Company, which is said to be interested in the 
company. There is some difference of opinion as to the pro- 
priety of going into the plan, but those who are against it are 
merely wondering if the distributers, who are in the downtown 
cut-price district, are likely to devise anything that will benefit 
the rest of the trade. To this it is remarked that the test of 
the pudding is in the eating. A dinner was given to the retail 
druggists a short time ago, and of the 40 guests present all who 
expressed an opinion spoke in favor of the plan. One good 
point about it is that the cases will not be given to any one out 
of the drug trade. 

SHORT WESTERN NEW YORK DRUG NOTES. 

R. K. Smither is fitting up his new drug store on upper 
Main street, Buffalo, and will soon be in occupation. Every- 
body says that it is going to be a fine store, and will line up 
well with his two others in the city. 

Horace P. Hayes, since selling his Main street drug store 
in Buffalo, has gone to the Isle of Pines to look after his prop- 
erty there. It was his company that precipitated Government 
action turning the island over to Cuba, much to the harm of 
the company’s interests. 

E. W. Brainerd, of South Park avenue, Buffalo, has sold 
his drug store to Chauncey Terwilliger, a licensed pharmacist, 
who has been for some time in Government employ in Panama, 
und before that time was at the Craig Colony at Sonyea, N. Y. 

J. H. Hilligas, who has two drug stores in the Elmwood ave- 
nue district of Buffalo, has sold the one at the Potomac ave- 
nue corner to M. E. Lipman, a graduate of the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, who formerly traveled for Meinecke & 
Co. 

The traveling drug salesman is for the moment a pretty 
nearly minus quantity, as he is home eating turkey and resum- 
ing his acquaintance with his family. Some Buffalo retail 
druggists report that they have not seen any of the fraternity 
for weeks. A good year to them when they resume their 
travels. 

BUFFALO DRUGGISTS’ CHANGES. 

Fire in the Carmichael flats on the 16th threatened the Rano 
drug store, but was put out before it was reached. 

Charles de Chiara, druggist on the Terrace, is opening a 
second store on Canal street, in the Italian district also. 

There are to be two new drug stores on the corner of Dela- 
ware avenue and Chippewa street. Some time ago Harry 
Wise, who keeps a restaurant on one corner, announced that a 
stock of drugs would be put in soon, and now C. E. Clark, the 
Clinton street druggist, has rented the opposite corner. 

W. C. Dambach, for a long time occupying the upper end 
of the downtown trade district, being obliged to move next 
spring on account of the store being made part of a bank, has 
bought the store of H. P. Hayes, 14 mile further up the street, 
and is already in possession. Mr. Hayes still has two stores on 
the lower East Side. 
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Improved Conditions in Bay State Pharmacy—Reciprocity and 
Registration — Full Drug Stocks Carried by Grocers—Ananual 
Report of the Board of Pharmacy—Members’ Night at the 
Boston Association—Unexpected Results of the Enforcemen 
of the Screen Law. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 3.—The twentieth annual report of the 
Board of Pharmacy, just issued, contains recommendations of 
importance. The board finds evidence of improvement in the 
practice of pharmacy in this State and asserts that candidates 
are giving more attention to the study of the subject and that 
a larger percentage is successful from the examination stand- 
point. 

RECIPROCAL REGISTRATION PROPOSED. 


They recommend that the law be so changed that certifi- 
cates from other States may be accepted as evidence of qualifi- 
eation to practice pharmacy in this commonwealth, providing 
that in the examination of the applicant he received 5 per 
cent. more than the minimum per cent. required here. The 
section dealing with co-partnership has been found unsatis- 
factory and the board’s desire is to have this feature so 
changed that a registered pharmacist should have at least an 
unincumbered financial interest of $500 in a co-partnership 
with persons not registered pharmacists. The 15 day limita- 
tion, after which complaints cannot be made to the board 
against druggists alleged to have violated the law, is deemed 
an unwise limitation. The board suggests the removal of this 
time limit so that complaint may be made after conviction 
by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

A CLEAR DEFINITION OF THE TERM “DOMESTIC REMEDIES’ NEEDED. 

It has been found that many grocers carry an assortment 
of drugs which would favorably compare with that of some 
drug stores and a close legal definition of what constitutes 
‘non-poisonous domestic remedies” is recommended. The 
poison law and care of purity of drugs, now in charge of the 
Board of Health, should come under the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Pharmacy. 

They also make a plea for an increase in salary, stating 
that the salaries now received do not pay for the extra clerks 
employed in the stores while the employers are attending to- 
State business. 

Regret is expressed for the resignation during the year of 
President George M. Hoyt, and congratulations for the quick 
filling of the vacancy by the choice of Charles F. Ripley, of 
Taunton. 

There are 1,515 stores in the State. There were 27 stores 
closed during the year, 24 druggists convicted in court, one 
found not guilty, one imprisoned and $675 in fines imposed. 


MEMBERS’ NIGHT AT THE BOSTON ASSOCIATION. 


The December meeting of the Boston Druggists’ Association. 
was held at Young’s Hotel on the 26th inst. It was announced 
as “members’ night” and the speaker of the evening was 
William W. Bartlet, Ph.G. His topic was “A Trip to the 
Pacitic Coast.’ He described the homes of the prehistoric 
Cliff Dwellers of southern Colorado, and exhibited photo- 
graphs and pottery specimens. He charmed his hearers with 
the verbal description of the trip from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific and was given much applause and a vote of thanks. 
Arrangements for the annual dinner will be made by a com- 

. mittee consisting of the president, treasurer and secretary. A 
committee on nomination of officers was appointed as fol- 
lows: Charles F. Cutler, William F. Sawyer and Joel S. Orne. 
President Flynn began preparations at once for the meeting of 
this month and all indications point to its being a history 
making gathering. 

THE SCREEN LAW AS APPLIED TO DRUG STORES. 

Much dissatisfaction has been expressed over the enforce- 
ment or interpretation recently placed upon the screen law in 
its application to the drug trade and from the discussion 
which it has entailed it is certain that some attempt will be 
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made at the coming legislative session to either bring about 
its repeal or modify its provisions so that at least the dis- 
playing of goods in a drug store window will not be deemed 
a law-breaking act. Nearly 20 Hub druggists surrendered their 
licenses rather than remove their goods from their windows. 
This act in itself cannot fail to have beneficial influence upon 
public sentiment outside of the question in point. for it has 
proved a complete boomerang to those carping laymen whose 
creed was that all drug stores to succeed must sell liquor. 
With this idea in the minds of many it can be readily seen 
that the giving up of the licenses was the cause of much dis- 
cussion. In fact it proved a sensation not secondary to the 
preliminary rumor of the up-to-date manner in which it was 
aid, and now proved, that the authorities were to read this 
section. 
GOOD FELLOWSHIP REIGNED. 

Thirty officers and salesmen attended a dinner, held by man- 
ufacturers of soda fountain supplies on December 29, at the 
American House. J. W. Moore presided, and speeches were 
made by J. W. Moore, M. E. Murray, F. L. Miller, A. R. Cur- 
tice and George F. Claridge. Good fellowship was the spirit 
of the occasion. The speakers touched informally on business 
conditions, salesmanship, fair competition and the history of 
soda water. 





CANADIAN NEWS NOTES. 
(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

The monthly report of the Canadian Department of Trade 
and Commerce for September, 1905, just issued, shows the 
value of drugs, dyes, chemicals and medicines imported for 
home consumption to be $461,638, as compared with $436,423 
in September, 1904. Importations from the United States were 
$263,908 in September, 1905, as against $262,816 in the cor- 
responding month of 1904. Exports of drugs, dyes, chemicals 
and medicines of home produce amounted to $78,986, of which 
$59,821 went to the United States, as against total shipments 
of $70,757 and American shipments of $38,582 in September, 
1904. 

The Eastern Drug Company has been incorporated with 
head office at Montreal and a capital of $75,000, the incor- 
porators being Fabian Duffy, Louis Gosselin, Thomas J. Coul- 
ter, James Trickey and George Boon. 

D. H. Ross, Canadian commercial agent for Australia, re- 
ports to the Department of Trade and Commerce concerning 
eucalyptus oil, which has an increasing popularity as a house- 
hold remedy for rheumatism, pulmonary troubles, ete., and 
an embrocation for muscular complaints. The volume of trade 
is comparatively small as yet but it is increasing, and when 
its value is more generally known a considerably greater de- 
mand must result. Mr. Ross believes that it would be a 
profitable line for the wholesale drug trade in Canada to in- 
vestigate, particularly in the better qualities, and that an ex- 
tensive introduction of eucalyptus oil would result in a 
satisfactory business. 

At the sittings of the Canadian Tariff Commission, at 
Quebec, on December 28, the Paint and Varnish Association 
asked for the imposition of a duty of 30 per cent. on paints, 
equivalent to the duty on white lead. 

The drug store of F. P. Reynolds, St. Thomas, Ont., was 
entered by burglars on the night of December 21 and a large 
number of articles stolen. 


A fire occurred in the Standard Chemical Works, Deseronto, 


Ont., on December 27, owing to the ignition of waste gaso- 
line, which spread to the acetate room. Though the flames 
had made considerable headway they were got under control 
by the fire department with comparatively small loss. 

The license inspector of Winnipeg has been instructed to 
prosecute any druggist found retailing goods other than drugs 
after 6 o’clock p.m., except on Saturday. 

J. Skeith, druggist, Montreal, has disposed of his business 
to J. H. Howell. 

G. McGillivray, druggist, of Sydney, N. S., is offering to 
compromise with his creditors at 50 cents on the dollar. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


A Good Year’s Business Closed—General Cutting Imminent—The 
Pre-requisite Law Goes Into Force—Plaus of the P. A. R. D. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, January 5.—The wholesale business last year 
exceeded that of any other period. All the wholesale houses 
here have had good years and their losses have been com- 
paratively few. Some of them have added greatly to their 
plants and are now in a position to do a much larger business. 
There has been a merger of several firms but in almost every 
case the consolidation has increased the output and made it 
possible to employ a greater force. During the past year 
several of the large houses have extended their business into 
territory which has heretofore been shut to them. The South- 
ern business is larger than ever and Philadelphia drug houses 
have secured a good foothold in that section of the country. 
The general prosperity throughout the country has been of 
great good to all retailers and wholesalers. The improvements 
made by the retail druggists have been on a larger scale and 
many of the stores here are considered the finest in the 
country. 

THE RESULT OF THE LODER SUIT 
has created considerable uneasiness among the retail druggists 
in this city. A number of them have begun to mark down 
proprietary articles to meet the prices made by Loder and it 
is understood that within the next few weeks the cutting 
will be general. Several of the large retail druggists are now 
having a new price list prepared and when they are ready it 
is said they will show that many goods can be purchased at 
a much lower figure than is now quoted. 
THE GRADUATE REQUIREMENT GOES INTO FORCE. 

ane new graduate pre-requisite law went into effect on Janu- 
ary 1. From now on all applicants for permission to practice 
the drug profession will have to be graduates of some reput- 
able college of pharmacy. It is believed that this will in a 
great measure prohibit the acceptance of druggists who have 
a superficial knowledge of the business and at the same time 
it will cause a greater number to take a regular pharmacy 
course in a reputable college. Naturally this law is approved 
by the Faculty of the College of Pharmacy as this college had 
considerable to do with getting the measure through the last 
legislature. 

PLANS FOR ACTIVE WORK BY P. A. R. D. 

There is to be renewed activity in the Philadelphia Retail 
Drug Association this year. Plans have been made to make 
this association more of a power than ever before. The set 
back given’ by the Loder decision has only been temporary 
and the members have flocked around the officers and promised 
their support, both financial and influential. The case is to 
be carried to a higher court and the officers believe that the 
decision of the lower court will be reversed. Every effort is 
to be made to get the retail druggists who are not members to 
come into the association and within the next few months 
it is thought the membership will be greatly increased. The 
meetings are more largely attended and there is an increased 
interest taken in the various subjects that are brought up. It 
is the intention to have some special subject at each meeting 
so that a free discussion can be indulged in. 

PHILADELPHIA NEWS NOTES. 

W. E. Kline will open a new store at Fifteenth and Tasker 
streets. He has handsomely fitted it up and it will be one of 
the finest in that section of the country. 

A new drug store is to be opened at Thirteenth street and 
Fairmount avenue. This is a new locality and for some time 
there have been rumors that one would be started up. 


On December 29 an explosion occurred in the establish- 
ment of Powers & Weightman and as the result Joseph Wilcox 
was dangerously burned about the face and arms and legs. 
Several other men were also injured in the explosion. The 
exact cause for the accident is not known outside of the fact 
that a carboy of fluid exploded. 
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THE SOUTH. 





Chemists Ask for Tax-Free Alcohol—Good Trade for the Holidays 
—Turkey for Travelers—Dollar for Every Orphan. 


(From our Regular Correspondent. 

New Orleans, La., January 2, 1906.—An important step was 
taken yesterday by the Bureau of Chemistry in the American 
Association of Science, in session in this city, when a resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted calling for the abolition of the 
tax on alcohol used in the manufacture of drugs and other 
necessities. This question has been agitated for some time, and 
it was the opinion of the members present yesterday when the 
resolution was adopted that the removal of the tax on ethyl 
alcohol would be advantageous and of benefit to all concerned. 
Much discussion was brought out on the question, and the reso- 
lution was finally decided upon. This matter is of vital inter- 
est to the drug trade because of the large quantity of alcohol 
used in the manufacture of drugs. 

HOLIDAY TRADE GOOD. 

The holidays, with their accompanying bustle and rush, 
have had a good effect on the trade here and in the last few 
days conditions have been very satisfactory. All of the houses 
have been carrying on a good holiday business, and in the city 
and country the indications are that the trade has shaken off 
the depression which was evident some time ago. 

A CHRISTMAS SPREAD. 

The usual Christmas spreads to its office forces and travel- 
ing men were given last week by Parke, Davis & Co., the big 
New Orleans branch of the concern presenting its men with a 
spread which was among the best they had ever sat down to. 
Wednesday night the office force, both young women and men, 
were entertained in the big offices in Camp street, and there 
were given all kinds of good things. Mr. Steiner, the able man- 
ager, ably acquitted himself as a host, and made the evening 
very pleasant for his subordinates. 

TRAVELERS DINE AND TALK. 


The following night the travelers were gathered at the 
Hotel de la Louisiane, and there ate, drank and made merry 
until the early morning hours. The menu was excellent, and 
the food and wine were enjoyed to the fullest extent. S. G. 
Steiner, the manager of the New Orleans branch, was called 
upon to answer the toast, ‘Our Representatives,” and in doing 
so complimented the men on their excellent work during the 
year. He hoped they would do as well during the 12 months 
to come. Others who answered toasts were: “ Louisiana.” F. 
W. Gitskey: “The New Orleans Branch,” Dr. S. S. Coleman: 
“Mississippi.” W. R. Ellis: “Our Jobbing Friends,” Thomas 
Booth; “Texas,” W. N. Forbes: “The Crescent City, the 
Future Business Center of the United States,” A. E. Breslin: 
“The Medical Profession,” W. H. West: “The Ladies.” F. T. 
Glasscock; “ Alabama Against the World.” B. D. -Turner: 
“ Benedicts,” F. J. Offer; “Our Future,” W. A. Doyle; “ Our 
Past,” P. S. Freret; “ Our President, Theodore Roosevelt.” R. 
H. Grimes; “Our Retail Friends,” W. J. Patterson: “ Our 
House,” W. H. Voerg: “ Our Dental Friends,” C. C. Reeves: 
“The South, This Fair Land of Ours,” Lawton Miller; “The 
North,” Dr. J. M. Vance, and “ The Press,” Dr. C. V. Unsworth. 

THE PARKER-BLAKE COMPANY ENTERTAINS. 

Last Thursday night in the big banquet hall of the St. 
Charles Hotel the Parker-Blake Company, the big wholesale 
drug house of this city, banqueted its officers, traveling men, 
city salesmen and office and store forces. All were brought to- 
gether to have a good time, and they succeeded in doing so. 
The room was prettily decorated, and everything was as taste- 
fully arranged as could be desired. C. C. Johnston, treasurer 
of the company, attended to the details of the affair. 

S. D. Pursell was made toastmaster, and he called upon 
J. M. Parker to answer the first toast, which was “To the 
President of the United States.” Arthur D. Parker, president 
of the Parker-Blake Company, followed, and made a strong 
plea to his city salesmen to enlist the sympathy of the drug- 
gists in the movement to prevent the use of pharmaceutical 


specialties which interfere with the druggists in conducting 
their legitimate business. Mr. Parker touched on the good fel- 
lowship existing among his employees. and expressed the hope 
that this condition would continue to prevail. He thanked 
the men for the work they had done in the year. 

Mr. Joltinston spoke for the press of the city, and A. P. 
Irwin, of Clinton, La., spoke for the out-of-town trade. Max 
Samson was heard from on the local dealers, and W. F. Dent on 
the drummers. H. C. Mackie and James Cullen also delivered 
toasts. 

The drummers presented tesolutions of thanks and appre- 
ciation to the firm for treatment accorded them in the year. 

The officers of the company follow: A. D. Parker, presi- 
dent; John M. Parker, vice-president; Percy H. Brown, secre- 
tary; C. C. Johnston, treasurer. 

THE WEST. 


Operations of the Chicago Drug Syndicate—One Hundred Stores 
Under One Head—Promoter Joins the C. R.D. A. and Promises 
Price Protection—To Do Its Own Jobbing. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, January 4.—The operations of the new syndicate: 
which has started out to buy 100 drug stores in Chicago are 
attracting much attention. The syndicate is being operated 
by Marcus Pollasky, a former corporation attorney, who has 
opened an office at 55 South Water street, in the same building 
where the distributing office of the United Cigar Stores is: 
located. President Avery, of the C. R. D. A., says that Mr. 
Pollasky is for price protection and organization and that he 
will work in harmony with the C. R. D. A. Mr. Pollasky has 
joined the association and has paid his dues. In an interview 
the promoter said that he did not intend to cut prices and that 
it was on that account he bought no stores inside “ the loop.” 
The following bit of philosophy is credited to Mr. Polalsky: 
“There is money in the drug business or there wouldn’t be 
so many in it.” He has evidently found some who are willing 
to get out of it, for he has bought the following stores already : 
R. E. Rhode, 504 North Clark street; Aldine Pharmacy, 3645 
Cottage Grove avenue; Fred. A. Thayer, 572 West Madison ; 
E. von Herman, 226 Thirty-first street; Henson & King, 3654 
Cottage Grove avenue; Edward T. Richards, 2300 Cottage 
Grove avenue; Herman Fry, 1100 North Halsted street; H. 
Foersterling, 396 Wells street; Joseph F. Forbrich, 301 Thirty- 
fifth street. Of course such extensive operations have stirred 
up the local trade. The promoters take the view that they 
can buy in large quantities, discount the bills and obtain the 
best prices. The syndicate will have a wholesale establishment 
of its own at 55-57 South Water street. This will be used as 
a sore of clearing house, from which the big chain of stores 
in all sections of the city wjll be supplied. There is some 
skepticism in regard to the successful issue of the plan for 
operating of drug stores through managers has not invariably 
proved profitable. Mr. Pollasky says that great attention will 
be paid to neatness, order and high-class fixtures. The Ideal 
Drug Company is the name of the corporation and each store 
is to bear the same title. 

CHICAGO NOTES. 

The Board of Pharmacy will meet in Chicago on January 16. 

Alex. Harris has been chosen as one of the board of direc- 
tors of the new Bank of America, in which a large number of 
druggists are interested. The bank is now open for business. 

A lecture on “The N. A. R. D., Its Past, Present and Fu- 
ture,” was delivered before the senior class of the Chicago: 
College of Pharmacy recently by Major P. E. Holp. 

William J. Smith, who was a confidential bookkeeper for 
the Robert Stevenson Drug Company for 12 years, has been 
arrested on a charge of forgery. Smith admits having taker 
in the neighborhood of $3,000, which he says went to loan 
sharks. Smith made it a practice to borrow on his salary and 
then says he plundered from his employers in order to prevent 
being garnisheed. George E. Krolage, who formerly worked 
for the same firm, was sentenced to Joliet not long ago on 
similar charge. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are these current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices, 





Condition of Trade. 
NEw York, January 6, 1906. 

The demand for drugs and chemicals fell off slightly the past 
fortnight, the situation being dominated by conditions always 
feit at the holiday season. Some improvement in demand be- 
came manifest toward the close of last week and dealers are 
anticipating an increase in the volume of business as the month 
progresses, cheerful expressions being heard on all sides relative 
to the trade prospects. As for the year just closed its record 
has been a peculiarly satisfactory one and jobbers and importers 
unite in satisfactory references to the large volume of profitable 
business which was transacted. Regarding prices, there is a 
generally firm feeling, though several important declines have 
been announced, alcohol being fractionally lower and iodine 
preparations marking a much sharper decline. Refiners have 
again marked up the price of camphor and acetanilid is dearer. 
Among other important price changes is an advance in manu- 
facturers’ quotations on castor cil. The principal fluctuations 
of the period under review are tabulated below: 


HIGHER: LOWER: 
Camphor, Alcohol, 
Acetanilid, Opium, 
Lemon oil, Iodine preparations, 
Orange oil, Lycopodium, 
Styrax, Prickly ash bark, 
Castor oil, White pine bark, 


White arsenic, 
Chinese cantharides, 
Pink root, 

Squill root, 

Orris root, Florentine, 
Blue vitriol. 


Citronella oil, 
Bleached calamus root. 


Drugs. 

Acetanilid has been advanced by the manufacturers owing 
to the higher cost of crude material and the new range is 23c 
to 24. 

Alcohol is lower in sympathy with freer offerings in the 
West, and producers now quote on the basis of $2.49 to $2.51 
for grain, the usual rebate being allowed. (Readers are kindly 
asked to make this correction in Original Package Prices.) 

Amy] acetate is held with increased firmness owing to 
scarcity of crude material both here and abroad, and manu- 
facturers now quote at an advance to $1.25 to $1.50 as to 
quantity and quality. 

Salm of Gilead buds are easier owing to offerings of new 
crop, and sales on spot are making at 38c to 40c. 

3alsam copaiba, Central American, is selling fairly in small 
lots at steady prices, or, say, 30c to 31c; Para is held with 
firmness under the influence of light supplies and 37c to 40c 
is generally named. 

Balsam fir is taken rather sparingly by the trade, but 
values are firmly maintained at $3.00 to $3.10 for Canada and 
70ec to 80c for Oregon, as to quality and quantity. 

Balsam Peru is dull and the market is well sustained under 
the influence of light stocks at 37c to 40c. 

Balsam tolu is finding a moderate jobbing outlet, but im- 
portant demand is absent; sales at 21c to 22c. 

Barks.—Bayberry is in light supply and wanted, with 13c 
to 14c named as to holder. Cascara sagrada is without change 
of consequence either as regards price or demand; holders re- 
main firm in their views at 13c to 14c. Cottonroot is quiet, 
though holders are firm in their views at 9c to 10c. Cramp is 
steadily held and supplies are available in a limited way only 
at 79c. Sassafras is in good seasonable demand and values 
are steadily maintained at 12c to 15c. White pine offers a 
shade easier, the revised quotations showing a decline to 4'%4c 
to 5c. Wild cherry has been in good seasonable demand and a 
moderate trade is reported at the ruling quotation of 69c. 


Burgundy pitch is held with more firmness and we hear of 
several large sales at the inside price of 414c. 


Cacao butter is meeting with a steady inquiry and the 
limited available supply of Dutch is held at 2844c. 


Cantharides, Chinese, are higher owing to diminished sup- 
plies and an improved consuming inquiry, with holders holding 
55e to 57%e. 

Cocaine is in good demand and values are firmer in sym- 
pathy with the tenor of advices from abroad regarding the 
crude material. While $3.25 is yet named for bulk an advance 
would surprise no one. 


Codliver oil is dull and neglected, there being nothing like 
the usual seasonable demand; some of the more desirable 
brands are offering at $24.00, without, however, stimulating the 
demand. 


Colocynth apples are quiet, but we have no quotable change 
in price to report, Trieste being still held at 30c to 32c and 
Spanish at 25c to 26c, as to quality and quantity. f 


Cuttlefish bone, Trieste, is finding a moderate jobbing out- 
let and values are steadily maintained at 16c to 1614c for prime. 

Ergot has shown no activity since our last, but prices are 
nominally steady on the basis of 45c to 50c for either Russian 
or Spanish. 

Haarlem oil is firmer, owing to scarcity and higher import 
cost; dealers now ask at an advance to $3.25. 

Iodine preparations are uniformly lower in consequence of 
the decline in the cost of crude iodine. The revised range is 
as follows: Ammonium iodide, $3.45 to $3.50; bismuth subio- 
dide, $3.25; iodine resublimed, $2.70 to $2.75; iodoform, $3.00 
to $3.05; iron iodide, $2.50; iron iodide syrup, 20c to 22c; 
mercury iodide, green, $1.95 to $2.00; mercury iodide, red, 
$2.20 to $2.25; mercury iodide, yellow, $1.95 to $2.00; potassium 
iodide, $2.05 to $2.10; sodium iodide, $2.60 to $2.65. 

Juniper berries are held with increased confidence, owing to 
scarcity of supplies, but the demand is limited at the moment, 
and prices do not vary from 44c to 4%e. 

Lycopodium is in better supply and this, coupled with a les- 
sened inquiry, has influenced holders to reduce quotations to 
the range of 54¢ to 55c. 

Menthol is meeting with a limited inquiry only, and holders 
are seeking to urge the distribution by naming lower prices; 
cases offer at $2.30, while up to $2.40 is named for broken lots, 
though most sales are making at $2.35. 

Opium has remained dull and values have further weakened, 
with $3.00 now named as an open quotation for broken cases, 
while broken lots are obtainable at $3.05. Powdered is held 
and selling at $3.50 to $3.5214. 

Quinine has undergone no change of importance during the 
interval and the market is dull, with manufacturers quoting 
on the old basis of 19¢ for bulk in 100-0z. tins; second hands 
continue to quote 18¢ to 18%c for Java and German respectively. 

Saffron of the different varieties is maintained in steady 
position, American being quoted at $1.15 to $1.20 and Valencia 
and Alicante at $5.00 to $6.00, as to quality. 

Senna leaves, Alexandria, continue inquired for, most of 
the demand being for sifted, which is quoted at 5%4c to 6c. 


Chemicals. 


Acids, mineral, are irregular and unsettled owing to the 
disruption of the agreement among manufacturers and the fact 
that the market at present is an open one; muriatic is quoted at 
1%4c to 1%c; nitric, 4c to 5c, and sulphuric at 1c to 1%c. 

Ammonium muriate is in light supply and values are well 
sustained at 5%c to 64%4c for white grain, 6c to 6%4c for rough 
grain and 9\%c to 9%4c for lump. 
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Arsenic, white, is scarce and wanted, and holders of the 
limited available supply have marked up the inside price to 5%4c. 

Blue vitriol is higher in sympathy with the strong position 
of raw material and manufacturers hold carload lots at 5.90c 
up to 614¢ being named for lesser quantities. 

Citric acid is in moderate demand, with the market firm 
and sales making at 38e to 38%c, for barrels and kegs respec- 
tively. . 

Epsom salts is generally held at 90c. in carload lots, while 
sales in jobbing quantities are making at $1.15. 

Iodine.—The revised schedule of prices on iodine and its 
preparations is given in the preceding column under Drugs. 

Oxalic acid is held with increased firmness, some dealers 
having marked up their quotations to 514¢ to 5l4e. 


Essential Oils. 


Anise is in good jobbing request and the market is well sus- 
tained at the previous range of $1.30 to $1.35. 

Cassia remains quiet but steady at 80c to 85c, for 75 to 80 
per cent. oil. 

Citronella is a shade easier and spot oil in drums is held 
and selling at 34c. 

Messina essences are held with increased firmness in sym- 
pathy with the strong tenor of advices from primary sources of 
supply, and quotations show an advance of 2\%4c in lemon and 
10c in sweet orange; bergamot is held and selling at $2.15 to 
$2.30. 

Peppermint has ruled quiet in the interval since our last 
report, buyers appearing to hesitate about stocking up at the 
present range, though holders remain firm in their views. Bulk 
is quoted at $2.40 to $2.50 and HGH at $3.10 to $3.15, as to 
seller and quantity. 

Rose is firmer in sympathy with advices from primary 
markets, and recent sales were at $4.25 to $4.50. 

Wintergreen, natural, meets with very little attention, but 
we hear of occasional sales within the quoted range of $1.65 
to $2.00. 

Gums, 

As told in our review of the Conditions of Trade, refined 
camphor has marked another advance, the range for barrels 
and cases now standing at 88c to 88%4c, though second hands 
offer at a fractional reduction. Aloes maintains its steady po- 
sition, Barbadoes being yet quoted at 14c to 16c, Cape at 8c to 
10¢ and Curacao at 64%4c to 64%c. Benzoin is qniet, but the mar- 
ket appears sustained at 32c to 35c for Sumatra and 40c to $1.00 
for Siam. Chicle has regained some of its steadiness, but sup- 
plies continue to offer at 35c to 36c. 

Roots. 

Calamus has sold down to 28c for bleached during the in- 
terval and the market is easier in tone, though for prime grades 
25¢ is an inside quotation. i 

Dandelion, German, of the new crop, has arrived and sup- 
plies are offered more freely at the range of 74c to 8c. 

Golden seal is not inquired for to any extent and the quoted 
range of 58c to 60c is largely nominal. 

Ipecac, Carthagena, continues in demand and values are 
steadily maintained at $1.75 and upward, as to quality and 
quantity. 

Jalap is not inquired for to any extent and values show no 
change from 9c to 11c. 

Orris, Florentine, is held with increased firmness and we 
hear of numerous sales at 54 to 6%4c. 

Squill has developed an upward movement and values show 
an advance to 8c, the previous quotation being 414c. 

Seeds. 

There is little of special interest to report in the general 
line of druggists’ seeds. Celery offers with increased freedom 
and values are fractionally lower, 744c to 7%4¢ being now named 
as to quantity. Russian hemp is in better supply and values 
have dropped a notch or two, the range of quotations stand- 
ing at 3%c to 4c. Sunflower has developed increased firmness 
owing to scarcity, and for the limited available supply holders 


ask 4%4c to 5c. Russian anise is easier to the extent that 
holders will release supplies at 6%4¢ to 7c. 


Rubber Growing in Sism. 

United States Consul-General Nash, Bangkok, Siam, reports 
that the cultivation of rubber in Siam has only recently been 
started, some thousands of plants having been set out as an 
experiment. These plants of the Para variety (Hevea bra- 
siliensis) are said to be doing exceedingly well, although I be- 
lieve they have had no especial care, but have been planted in- 
discriminately in various places and under varying conditions 
of moisture, sun, etc. It is still too soon to tell what the ulti- 
mate result of this venture will be, but I am of the opinion 
that it will prove highly successful. There is, however, one 
thing to fear—namely, the new so-called disease, which I hear 
has developed in the Para rubber plantations of the Malay 
Peninsula. I can learn nothing definite about this pest, except 
that it attacks the leaves and is very destructive. I am in- 
clined to the opinion that it is caused by the larve of some 
insect. 

In this connection it may be interesting to note two of the 
rubber producing plants indigenous to Siam. The more im- 
portant of these is the Ficus elastica, so much used in the 
United States for ornamental purposes, and found in large 
quantities in the Siamese jungle and throughout India and 
Indo-China generally. 

Rubber is collected from these trees by the simple process 
of making longitudinal scarifications in the bark, from which 
the coagulated milk is taken in long strips. It is said that a 
plant six years old will yield 4 pounds of rubber annually of 
a quality which could be sold in London at about 90 cents per 
pound, but this price appears to me to be a trifle exaggerated. 

The other rubber producing plant of known commercial 
value is a creeper of great size, probably one of the Urceola 
(either U. esculenta or U. elastica), although from certain 
descriptions I am sometimes inclined to believe it to be a 
Willughbeia. It is most difficult to obtain any reliable informa- 
tion on the subject, from a botanical point of view, and it is 
quite possible that both are indigenous to Siam. These creep- 
ers, whatever they may be, yield a fair quality of rubber, pro- 
duced by cutting them into sections 2 or 3 feet long and collect- 
ing the juice, which is subsequently boiled for a moment in 
water and immediately coagulates into a viscous mass, which 
has to be dried by smoking over a fire before it can be handled. 
The bark is also used, and upon being pounded and boiled gives 
about 10 per cent. of a rather inferior rubber. 





KF. V. JOHNSON, 


President St. Louis Retail Druggists’ Association and better known as 
the ‘‘No More Gray Hair” man from St. Louis. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade 





PANAMA WAKES UP. 


Fast Becoming Americanized—-Many Changes Wrought by the Canal 
Commission—Modern Business Methods Introduced—-T rade Ben- 
efited by Stable Government. 


(From our Traveling Correspondent.) 

Panama, October 19.—Visiting this city of 35,000 inhabi- 
tants after an absence of 15 months has shown us almost as 
remarkable changes as we see in New York City before and 
after the Subway. 

’anama now has electric lights, water works and sewerage 
system, built by the United States Government, and an ice 
plant. Shall we make it more modern to your views when we 
say that two of the leading drug stores have given orders for 
the installation of the latest type American soda fountains? 
Asking a prominent pharmacist the other day as to methods 
of advertising to bring in sales on a new remedy now being 
placed before the people of the Republic, brought the reply, 
“You can safely employ American methods in getting the trade 


freight blockade at Colon, but it is difficult to realize until you 
see for yourself that mountains of freight lie upon the docks: 
at Colon waiting transportation across the Isthmus, and a score 
or more of carpenters are working day and night repairing 
broken cases, barrels, etc., and trying their best to make shape 
of some sort out of the mess. ’Tis in these immense piles that 
your lost shipment lies and your customers won’t get relief for 
months to come, regardless of the many promises. 
A HIGH RATE OF DUTY ON ESSENCES. 

Duties on goods entering from the United States are gen- 
erally placed at 10 per cent. of the net invoice value, while the 
duties on essences for liquors have been placed at an extremely 
high figure to try and prohibit the manufacture of liquors on 
the isthmus. It will therefore require caution in making out 
the consular declarations not to place an essence of some of 
the fruit flavors simply under the head of essences, for this 
will surely cause the higher duties. 

THE DRUG STORES OF PANAMA. 

The drug business, wholesale and retail, in Panama is con- 

trolled by about eight firms, among whom we find Sr. Y Pre- 
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Panama from Deck of a Steamer. 
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here, for the people have really changed entirely within the 
last two years, and they are now as susceptible to the methods 
you employ to create sales as though our city was situated in 
your own country.” 

IMPROVED BUSINESS TONE. 

The entire business tone has so greatly improved and the 
general confidence which prevails is so sound that you are given 
instructions to ship promptly instead of as formerly, “ hold 
until we see how the Government decides.” Foreign goods 
are now being crowded to one side of the market, and with the 
reduction of freight rates, which it is hoped will be followed by 
a more satisfactory delivery of merchandise in the markets of 
Panama, will enable American exporters to have Panama trade 
as their very own. 

THE PANAMA RAILROAD CONGESTED. 

The greatest drawback to trade now comes from the abom- 
inable service given by the Panama Railroad, whose time for 
the delivery of freight from the Atlantic port of Colon over to 
Panama, though but 47 miles, requires more time by double or 
treble than from the house in New York to Colon. 

Every one dealing with Panama must have heard of the 


ciado, the head of the “ Botica El Globo,” who established him- 
self in business in Panama in 1882 and is now the owner of 
five drug stores in the Republic—three in the city of Panama, 
one in David and one in Colon. Being probably the largest 
importer of drugs in the Republic he buys annually in the 
foreign markets to the extent of $150,000, and which is divided 
between Germany, France, United States, England and Italy, 
with a small portion from Spain. They are now going to in- 
stall in the Botica a new prescription department for which 
they have purchased an entire new equipment, and will have 
the fittings of mahogany. 


AMERICAN SODA FOUNTAINS. 


The drug stores of Sr. Arturo Kohpoke and of Sr. Manuel 
Espinosa are soon to be equipped with the finest models of 
American Soda Fountain Company apparatus, and the progres- 
sive manner in which these stores follow modern business 
methods is well exemplified, not only in their recent installa- 
tions, but their fairness in considering any sound business 
scheme presented to them. 

The portion of the drug trade taken up with prescriptions 
is largely handled by Cermelli Hnos. 














